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Editorial Statement
Two of the three articles in this issue of The Bridge deal with Danish
immigrants to the United States who chose careers in medicine while
the third recounts the history of the Danish Interest Conference, an
organization formed more than forty years ago to keep alive a
Danish heritage.
Jim Iversen introduces readers to his aunt, Christine Iverson
Bennett, and explains how this remarkable woman, a medical
graduate of the University of Michigan, ended up dying far too
young in the city of Basra in present day Iraq. Her diary for
November 1914 offers a rare account by a westerner as the chaotic
forces unleashed by World War I spread to the Middle East.
Part historian, part detective, Borge M. Christensen seeks to solve
a family mystery: why was he never told about an great uncle who
emigrated from Denmark to the United States in 1892 and what
happened to him? His search for answers eventually uncovered the
story of a family physician affectionately known to the residents of
Clark, South Dakota, as "Doc Christy."
Thorvald Hansen traces the history of the Danish Interest
Conference, formed in 1964 in response to the merger in which the
American Evangelical Lutheran Church-prior to 1954 known as the
Danish Evangelical Lutheran Church in America-joined with other
Lutheran bodies to form the Lutheran Church in America.
Because Volume 27 of The Bridge was a combined issue devoted to
publishing the proceedings of DAHS-sponsored international
conference, "Danish-North American Relations Since World War
11," held in Omaha in October 2002, a backlog of book reviews has
developed. With the able leadership of Assistant Editor John R.
Christianson we are able to publish reviews of ten books in this
issue. More will be forthcoming in the fall. If you know of a book
that you believe should be reviewed in our journal or if you wish to
write a review, please contact one of the editors.
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Christine: The Life and Death of a Danish American Medical Missionary in the Middle East
by Jim Iversen
Introduction.

Recent world events have spawned renewed interest in the people
and history of the Middle Eastern country known as Iraq. For many
centuries the people and territories of what was known as
Mesopotamia were part of the Ottoman Empire, which was ruled by
the Sultan of Constantinople from the city now called Istanbul. Iraq
did not become a separate country until the Ottoman Empire ceased
to exist shortly after the "Great War," eventually called the First
World War. The history of the area is complicated, but Iraq became
a country essentially because the Western Allies, that is, Great
Britain, France, Italy and Russia were able to achieve most of their
desires about the Middle East during the years following the end of
the First World War in 1918. During the time that the Arabicspeaking people of the Arabian Peninsula were a part of the
Ottoman Empire, they were ruled by the Turkish-speaking people in
the northern part of the Empire. It wasn't until the years after the
First World War that Syria, Lebanon, Iraq, Jordan and Saudi Arabia
became separate and independent states. Before the War started,
however, the island of Bahrein and the area called Kuwait were
already British protectorates, so the West had considerable influence
in the region, and that influence increased after the First World War.1
Anna Kristine Iversen came into this world on the fourth of
January, 1881 near the village of Slagballe on the Jutland peninsula
in Denmark (about twenty-five kilometers northwest of Horsens).
She was the oldest child of Stine and Peter Iversen, and was twelve
years old when the family left Denmark and traveled to the United
States to homestead in South Dakota.2 My father, Alfred Iversen,
was born on the homestead shortly after the family immigrated, and
years later, he told me a little about his oldest sister Christine. Thus I
vaguely knew that she had been a medical missionary to the Arabian
Peninsula, but not much more. I also remembered a couple of visits
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by a cousin Matthew who was quite a few years older than I, and
who had the strange surname of Bennett-strange to me, at least,
because all my other cousins had Danish surnames like Petersen,
Hedegaard, Sandberg, Jorgensen and Bondo.
Many years later, while I was on a sabbatical leave working in
Denmark in 1981, my family and I chanced to meet one of my
father's first cousins, a remarkable man by the name of Mikkel
Rasmus Mikkelsen. He was a retired schoolmaster living in S0vind,
a small town located a few kilometers east of Horsens. He had met
Christine when she visited Denmark in 1909 (he was fourteen years
of age at the time), and I was the first relative from America to visit
since that memorable occasion. Christine had written letters to his
father and to him from the United States and from Arabia and he
had managed to save a number of them. They were presented to me
with the admonition that the letters, in tum, should be presented to
Christine's son, Matthew Bennett, after our return to the United
States. We visited Dr. and Mrs. Matthew Bennett at their home in
Marquette, Michigan about a year later and I gave him the letters, as
promised. He, in tum, had other materials about Christine and
graciously offered me the opportunity to copy them.
The recent war in Iraq and subsequent occupation by the coalition
forces once again turned my thoughts to Aunt Christine and thus
this article was written. The primary reason for that connection is
found in the following letter, written by one of Christine's fellow
missionaries to Christine's mother in Marcus, Iowa, dated March 30,
1916:

Basra, Persian Gulf via Bombay
Dear Mrs. Iverson
I knaw that you must all be very anxious for details about
Christine's illness and death, the news of which will have reached you by
cable through the Board of Missions in New York long before you receive
this.
She died yesterday morning after an illne$S of only one week. She
was at the British General Hospital and had all the care that nurses and
doctors could give her... everything possible was done for her. The sickness
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seems to have been either typhoid or typhus, and she and Dr. Bennett
contracted it while caring for the sick Turkish prisoners in our Mission
hospital....Dr. Bennett became sick and after three days was moved to the
Military Hospital ... the last three nights before she was ill herself, Christine
went down to the hospital and spent the night there, and I stayed with
Matthew. Then on Tuesday, March 21, she was taken with the illness
herself.
My husband made arrangements for her to be received at the
British Military Hospital, although it is not usual for them to take a woman
patient there.
She was buried in the English cemetery at Margi[, about two miles
up the river. We went up from the hospital in a large Red Cross launch, the
coffin in the middle, covered with the American flag and some lovely
flowers, a large white wreath and a spray. It looked beautiful. I wish you
could have seen it. We, Christine's friends, were all in the launch, too, as it
was a very large one. Sir Percy Cox and Lady Cox went, two of the
military doctors, the head nurse, several officers who were special friends of
the Bennetts, and a good many of the Englishmen who are old residents of
Basra and whom we all know well.
My husband read the funeral service at the grave, and after the
burial I put the flowers on the grave myself, taking a few from the wreath
and the other bunch to send to you. I have never seen a more beautiful or
impressive funeral.
With a whole heartful of sympathy for you all,
Yours very sincerely
(signed) Dorothy Firman Van Ess3
Life in South Dakota and Michigan.
But what was Christine doing in Basra, in what is now the
factious country of Iraq? There are clues in earlier accounts of her
life, and in a letter she wrote to her family. While the family was still
on the homestead in central South Dakota (1893 to 1895), Christine
apparently attended school in Chamberlain, a town about thirty
miles southwest of the homestead (or possibly in Gann Valley, three
miles east of the homestead). About this period in her life she later
wrote, While there I read a book, "The Post of Honor", a tale of missionary
life in Madagascar. It made a great impression on me, and I became fired
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with the ambition to become a missionary4. The family moved from the
homestead in 1895 to a farm in southeast South Dakota, about ten
miles west of Vermillion. The family became members of the Danish
Trinity Lutheran Church, south of Gayville, and remained so until
they moved to near Marcus, Iowa in 1902. In 1899, while attending
Yankton College in Yankton, South Dakota, in a letter to her parents,
Christine wrote: I believe it is God's meaning and will that I should be a
missionary... that will be many years yet. I can perhaps be a teacher here for
a long while, but God leads me and when he calls I will follow. But I will
not decide before I hear from you. When I made a decision before I was only
a child, now I know what I am doing. I know if I make my own decision my
life will be stronger and better, it will be easier to overcome temptation. But
what do you think is best? Are you willing to surrender me to this work?
Are you willing that I prepare myself for it? your daughter and sister,
Christine Iversen. 5 Her experiences with illness while she was in
Yankton may have contributed to her decision to become a doctor of
medicine as well a missionary.
Christine taught school near Irene, South
Dakota, in order to earn enough money to
enroll in medical school at the University of
Michigan in 1903. One of her students was
Helga Olsen Kjergaard, who stated (in 1986,
when she was ninety-seven years of age) that
she really liked Christine as a teacher. Helga
was a student of hers for at least the school
year 1898-99 in the Smith School, a one room
country school, one mile east and one and half
miles north of Irene. Christine was apparently
at the college in Yankton off and on from Christine, likely
perhaps as early as 1896 until she completed photographed in 1898
while she was
her studies there in 1902.6
teaching school in
"Christine was such an unusual child, even
South Dakota
from when she was a baby," her mother was
quoted as saying in an article published in 1933.7 Others made
similar observations. In an article in Danskeren, written shortly after
Christine's death, it was noted that while she was teaching school at
Irene, she participated in a debate society in Viborg, South Dakota,
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and became acquainted with Pastor A. M. Andersen, the founder of
Dana College and Trinity Seminary at Blair, Nebraska. Although
still a young teenager, she apparently left quite an impression on
Pastor Andersen and others at these debates.8
In 1903, Christine emolled at the University of Michigan with the
aid of references from two faculty members at Yankton College and
a doctor in private practice in Yankton. According to one of the
accounts of her life, she worked as a nurse during her first and
second summer vacations from medical school. She also worked for
members of the medical faculty and apparently made all of her own
clothes in order to save money. "Prominent teachers in the university
declared that no brighter young woman had ever been graduated
from the medical department." She was elected to Phi Beta Kappa in
recognition of her scholastic achievement. 9

Christine, left, and her sisters, Marie, Karen, and Katrine, photographed in
Marcus, Iowa during the time Christine was a student at the University of
Michigan medical school.

After graduating with her M.D. degree in 1907 from the
University of Michigan, she worked among the women in the state
hospital for the insane at Kalamazoo, Michigan. She needed to pay
off her debts for her education before she could present herself to
"The Board of Foreign Missions, Reformed Church in America." 10
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The trip to Denmark and the Middle East.
In letters to her Uncle Laurs Mikkelsen, who lived at N~sgaard, a
farm at the west end of Salten Langs0 in central Jutland, she
discussed the differences in life in the USA and in Denmark. In
February 1907, she told her uncle that she would like to go out as a
missionary, and to visit Denmark on the way. She received her
degree in June of that year. In July of 1909 she informed her Uncle
Laurs that she would be visiting Denmark, coming about the first of
October and staying a month. She stated that her mother was
unhappy that she would be a missionary for the Reformed Church
rather than the Lutheran Church. On the 8th of October she wrote a
letter to Uncle Laurs from Horsens saying that she was next going to
visit in Hvirring (a few kilometers west of Horsens), where she grew
up before immigrating to the United States, and that she would
arrive by train somewhere near to N~sgaard on the 20th of October.
By her next letter from Horsens on the 10th of November, she stated
that she has had the photographs developed from her trip to
N~sgaard. She had also traveled to Copenhagen and to Aarhus and
had visited L0venholm, a castle north of Aarhus. According to a
book by Dorothy Firman Van Ess, written many years later,
Christine joined the rest of the missionary team in Trieste, Italy on
the way to the Middle East. From Trieste they voyaged down the

Adriatic, across the Mediterranean, through the Suez Canal and down the
Red Sea, and then crossed the Indian Ocean to Bombay. 11 On the third of
December she sent her uncle a card from Port Said, Egypt, on her
way to the mission field on the island of Bahrein in the Persian gulf.
In Bombay, her traveling companion Dorothy Firman later recalled,
we spent some days lodging pleasantly at the old Great Western Hotel, saw
friends, explored the fascinating city, and did necessary shopping.
Christine and I had never slept under mosquito nets before, and we
discovered in the middle of our first night that we were both lying wide
awake. So we got into one bed together and talked a great deal and slept
very little.... On the Gulf we steamed for several blue and gold days,
stopping at ports on both sides, Arabian and Persian. 12 The team of
missionaries apparently arrived at Bahrein about the first of January,
1910. Christine and Dorothy were roommates in the first part of
their stay in Bahrein.
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Life in the Middle East.
Christine was an expressive writer, both in Danish and in
English. Following is a translation of part of her letter of March 28,
1910 to her Uncle Laurs:
Yesterday, the Monday after Easter, which is an English holiday, we were
invited out to tea by the English businessmen here, in one of the palm
gardens a ways out of the city. We went out on donkeys, and sailed back by
the sea in the evening. It was delightful out there among the trees and the
palms. The lemon blossoms were so fragrant, and the day was still and
delightful and not warm enough to be unpleasant.
On October 14, 1910 she wrote a letter to her cousin Rasmus
(Mikkel Rasmus Mikkelsen), Laurs' son, describing what he would
see if he made the trip to the Middle East and then to Bahrein:
Approaching from the sea (the steamer from Bombay), one sees a low flat
island, with palm trees, and the houses and the buildings which constitute
the town Manama where I live. A little to the left is a very small island
entirely covered by the town of the same name, namely Moharrak. The ship
casts anchor about a mile from land, for there is no harbor. Some large
boats with one sail appear, called "jollyboats" and they come to fetch the
passengers and goods. Now the sailboat nears the shore, and here come the
donkeys to fetch you, and soon you ride safely on the back of the donkey
through the waves until finally you reach land. That is your first
acquaintance with the small skillful Bahrein donkeys, but it will not be the
last if you want to go anywhere. And you must have your "sunhats" on,
even in the wintertime.
It is incredible how large a load the porters can carry on their heads. They
have no uniforms, just dirty white rags. We do not have broad avenues
here, they are closer to alleys. It is a little warm between the houses, and
the smell is not always good, but you get used to it. Now we have come to
an open plaza, and the large white building to the left is the English
consulate, with the flag waving in the breeze. Nearby is the government
hospital, which has a man from India as the doctor. In the foreground to the
right are the church, the hospital and the mission house which is a large
attractive place with palms and trees.
As we walk to the right, we see several large new houses built of stone, and
we are near our gate which stands open. Please come in, I live in the middle
apartment which has the broad stairway next to the front. It is a stately
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house, with broad porches and columns. They are not for show, however,
but for protection from the sun.
Once you are comfortable, perhaps you would like to know how we keep
house. Every family has a cook who works in the kitchen at the back of the
house. And every cook likes to have a boy to run errands, fetch milk twice a
day, and get the eggs and groceries. This same boy waves a fan over us
when we dine to keep us cool. Another servant waits on the table, cleans
the house, and washes the dishes. There is a waterbearer for the complex,
who also serves the other apartment house and the hospital. He fills our
water container upstairs and in the kitchen with well water (which is salty
and not fit to drink, but can be used to wash and bathe) and carries out the
dirty water. Our drinking water is brought on donkey back in goatskins
from the square every day, which we have to purchase. It is brought to the
square on camelback from the interior of the island. But this water is still
contaminated and has to be boiled, filtered, and cooled in glass jars. Thus
you see, our drinking water is precious and we must take care to be able to
use it.
On February 10, 1910, she wrote to her youngest brother Alfred,
informing him that she had written to their mother telling about her
engagement to Dr. Arthur Bennett, a fellow medical missionary.
Some historical accounts say that they met in Bahrein, while others
indicate that she met him while in medical school in Michigan. The
latter is perhaps correct, in view of the timing of the engagement.
Again from Mrs. Van Ess' book: During the second week of that fateful
mission meeting (January, 1910), every afternoon after tea four young
people went off to walk in the desert. Christine's partner was Dr. Arthur
Bennett, a brilliant surgeon .... 13 In a later letter to Alfred, dated
September 23, 1910, Christine describes her ring: My engagement ring
came this week, Dr. Bennett had it made for me in Bombay. He had the
pearl for some time -- it is a beauty, about the size of a cherry pit, perfect in
shape and a lovely color.
Christine and Arthur were married September 11, 1911 in- a
Scotch Presbyterian Church in Simla, India. In a letter to Uncle
Laurs, dated December 2, 1911, she writes: We had a nice little
wedding although far from friends and relatives. Two of our dearest friends
among our fellow workers, Pastor and Mrs. Cantine, were with us. Then
we had three weeks of delightful unforgettable days in the mountains of
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India. The letter was written on board the ship Lindula, on the way
from Bahrein, to Basra, where they were to make a new home and to
begin work at the Lansing Memorial Hospital in Basra, which had
been built in 1910.
In a report to the Reformed Church in America, Christine wrote
about the work in Bahrein and Basra.
The Work at Bahrein. The Mason Memorial Hospital (built in 1902) is
pleasantly situated, fronting on a garden which boasts, besides the datepalm
and the ethyltree, several broad leafed shade trees, a considerable vegetable
garden, and even a bed of nasturtiums and sweet peas. It is a joy to look
upon, and rest to weary eyes. The hospital itself is a two-story building,
shaded all around by deep verandahs. Downstairs the main rooms are the
doctor's office, waiting and treatment rooms for men at the left of the front
entrance, with similar rooms for the women at the right. Accessible from
both is a special examination and treatment room, and conveniently
situated for both is the common dispensary and drug room. Upstairs are
found the operating and preparation rooms adjoining the large men's ward
of ten beds on one side, and the women's ward of five beds on the other.
Besides these two wards there is a smaller ward for men containing three
beds, and one single room. In 1910 a two-roomed isolation ward was
erected on a new plot adjoining the hospital compound at the back, with
money given for the purpose by M. Victor Rosenthal, a pearl merchant from
Paris.
The Work at Basra. Basra being a city of size as compared with the towns
of Bahrein Island, and being under Turkish rule, the work there naturally
presents certain differences and certain initial difficulties, such as requiring
a Turkish diploma of the doctor, and, under present ruling, of the hospital
dispensary. The field is large and the people wealthier, hence the receipts
are much higher, making the work self-supporting. But at the same time it
is true that there is greater competition, there being no less than five or six
other physicians, carrying on work either independently or under
government control. This necessitates maintaining a high standard of
work, in order that the people may go to the Mission doctor and come under
missionary influence.
The medical work at Basra has been carried on with marked success in
spite of the fact that it has had no adequate accommodations until now.
This is shown not only by the statistics of patients treated and operated on
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year by year, during the fifteen years of work, but by the fact that the
intense prejudice which hedged in the work in its beginnings has been
gradually broken down, so that the laying of the cornerstone of the Lansing
Memorial Hospital in the spring of 1910 took on the aspect of a city
function, with many officials present and a speech by the Wali (Governor)
himself. Those concerned will remember the great difficulties attending the
buying of land, how for years it was entirely impossible. And when finally
land was obtained, to get permission to build the hospital involved endless
red tape, even necessitating a trip to Constantinople by the doctor in
charge. But the trade was finally gained, and at the public ceremony the
men of prominence, all Moslems nominally, did not hesitate to acknowledge
the good works of the Christian missionaries in their city. 14
Christine was in charge of that part of the Lansing Hospital at
Basra "which was reserved for women, while Dr. Arthur Bennett gave his
chief attention to the men; but as husband and wife, it was possible for them
to give their combined attention, in many cases, to both men and women.
Moslem women in the hospital would sometimes permit the husband of
their own doctor to treat them in the presence of his wife, but often there
was objection to the presence of any man. In turn, the wife assisted her
husband in many delicate operations on the patients who crowded the
men's wards. Usually an American nurse was in residence at the hospital,
while two Indian nurses, trained at Vellore, in India, gave their help almost
exclusively to Mrs. Bennett. Two Arabian Christians compounded the
drugs prescribed. Both doctors were well nigh overwhelmed with patients.
The work for women was so successful that frequently Mrs. Bennett gave
more treatments in a day than her husband; while she also devoted much
time to bacteriological work on which she had specialized at the University
of Michigan.
While Mrs. Bennett's professional skill attracted many of the women,
her chief power was in her singularly attractive personality. One of the
missionaries at Basra said, "Her sunny smile and bright, ready speech made
her a delightful companion to all she met." Because of her wit and charm,
she was in demand socially within and without the Mission circle. Yet she
was an indefatigable worker, and was never satisfied with slipshod effort.
Her success as a physician was due largely to her requirement that
everything should be done thoroughly. This was a governing principle with
her. In her study of the Arabic language she was so earnest that, when she
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finally acquired it, the patients sometimes said that they could detect no
foreign accent. She liked the Arabs, and they in turn liked her. She was a
woman among women. She could mingle with the best Turkish and Arab
women and could sympathize with the most lowly. No one was ever turned
away, however tired Mrs. Bennett might be. The wife of a sheikh from far
away, operated on in the hospital, called her "sister" and left a bracelet as
an expression of her regard. Poor women would bring eggs, a basket of
fruit, or a chicken ....
Many women suffered from eye afflictions, and Christine found in this
field alone large use for her surgical skills, and she would perform, unaided,
several hundred eye operations in a year. Women sought advice from the
beloved woman physician concerning delicate babies; others, suffering from
tuberculosis, were told how to live so as to combat the disease most
successfully. Patients with diseased bones, terrified at first at the
suggestion of surgery, were won in time to confidence in the skill and
tenderness of the woman doctor
Christine usually gave her afternoons to visiting in their homes women
who were suffering from fever, tuberculosis, or other troubles. Sometimes
she went to homes in whose large rooms a profusion of rich rugs and goldembroidered pillows were a part of Oriental luxury ....Sometimes the
afternoons were given entirely to visits among peasants of the adjacent
country or to the uninviting homes of the poor people of the city.
Occasionally, both doctors would spend a few days with the Bedouins,
the nomads of the desert country, living in their tents of sheep- or goatskins, and traveling with their host as the Bedouins followed their herds to
better grazing-lands or watering places.
[The Beginning of World War I]

In the summer of 1914, both doctors had been called far up the Tigris, to
Baghdad, to operate on the daughter of Nakib, the head of Mohammedanism
in that city, a city which was soon to be defended sternly by the Turkish
troops against the invading British forces. Nakib gave the two medical
missionaries the use of his beautiful summer home on the banks of the
Tigris, in the midst of orchards of oranges, apples, figs, grapes, and
apricots. It was one of the finest places in Baghdad. Horses and servants
were provided, and a carriage was sent every day to take the physicians to
their patient.
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The assassination of the Crown Prince of Serbia took place while
Christine and Arthur were on their way back to Basra, and World War I
had begun. Turkey entered the war in the autumn and the Moslem clerics
declared a holy war. All the British subjects immediately left Basra. And it
wasn't long before the Turks and the British had their first skirmish 15 •
Christine kept a diary and her entries in November of 1914 have
been preserved:

Nov. 1st. War is declared and Mr. Bullars the British Consul has been
recalled. Mr. Van Ess and Dr. Bennett called on the governor today
offering the Hospital and schools, for the Red Crescent service. He accepted
the offers gladly and seemed pleased.
Nov. 3rd. Mr. Bullars was allowed to leave today but the remaining
Britishers and the Russian Consul are detained as prisoners.
Nov. 4th. The S.S. Ekbatana on board of which we have been guests several
times since its retention in Basra waters was dismantled today and sunk to
block the way. We are deprived of all telegraphic news of the war in
Europe, even the Turkish being no longer published.
Nov. 6th. All sorts of rumors abroad, among them reports of attacks on
Fao and Abadan.
Nov. 8th. Our church service was disturbed this morning by crowds of
huzzahing Arabs who fired off their guns now and then as they passed
along the road. The religious fervor and frenzy into which they are working
themselves make our native Christians tremble.
Nov. 9th. The green flag is out indeed and there are grave rumors of
threatened massacre of Christians. Our helpers are moving as close
together as possible with what accommodations we can offer. Two families
are living in the Sunday School room at the chapel.
Nov. 10th. We are all wearing Red Crescent sleeve bands and the Hospital
flies the flag. Our first wounded arrived early this afternoon ... only four,
but all bad cases; two officers and two marines from a little gun-boat which
was sunk by a British shell. We are training our native Christians for
service in the care of wounded.
Nov. 11th. Fanaticism is running high. One Jew killed, for good cause it is
said, but this is doubtful. The mobs pass and repass our houses daily, with
banners flying, shooting of guns, and loud rhythmic chants. Dr. Bennett
has asked the governor for a police for the Hospital entrance and grounds.
We feel reasonably safe as regards our helpers and their families.
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Nov. 13th. Twenty wounded soldiers came in today, most of them able to
walk. They are Turks, and we can obtain little or no news from them, but
they seem to have been wounded in an engagement at Fao.
Nov. 14th. I have been busy today with the Christian women making
mattresses and pillows. The capacity of the Hospital will be taxed to its
utmost. The Red Crescent Society has funds and supplies which will help
out where we come short.
Nov. 15. No music or singing in Church today so as not to attract
attention to our services. Yesterday there were rumors of a big engagement
to take place today, and at noon we could hear plainly the boom, boom of
cannon from down the river. At tea time a wounded officer was brought in,
who said the battle had been opposite Abadan.
Nov. 16. Yesterday evening after dinner the influx began. The first to
arrive were two wounded Arabs accompanied by friends heavily armed.
They were old friends and had come straight for the Hospital. They had no
scruples against imparting news and told of a terrible battle which raged
from morning till high noon, of ineffectual attempts to take a structure of
steel and cement which the British had erected, and of a terrible carnage
increased by the firing from the gun-boats. Also they spoke softly offinding
the horsemen of Sheikh Mobarrek and Sheik Khussal arrayed against them
on the side of the British.
While these were being dressed and made comfortable all hands were
busy preparing places for those to follow. And soon they began to come,
some limping or dragging tired feet, others carried in moaning on
stretchers. The women's ward and the waiting room were made to
accommodate over thirty by improvising beds on the long benches set two
and two together. By that time every pillow, mattress, and coverlet in the
Hospital was in use. The statements made by the Arabs were corroborated
by others and facts added. Out of a battalion of eight hundred of Turkish
troops only two hundred and fifty returned. Five hundred dead were left
behind, and over two hundred and fifty wounded were being brought in.
This did not include all the Arab wounded who would not necessarily come
back with the troops. Just as we were ready to retire the telephone rang
again. This time it was five officers, one or two badly wounded. I had to
make a skirmish for pillows and blankets from our house and we finally
made everyone comfortable for the night.
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This morning the Hospital is a scene of hurry, disorder and tumult
generally. The work of removing soiled and bloody clothing, of washing
and cleaning injured limbs, of dressing wounds and soothing pain, of
allaying hunger and thirst went steadily on. But more wounded were
constantly brought in, and the lighter cases had to be sent elsewhere to
make room. Crowds of people, men, women, and children, thronged the
corridors looking for relatives or friends. When made to move on others
took their places. Outside, if one stopped work long enough to look one saw
these same people, in groups talking and gesticulating, or moving away,
others who had just arrived, hurrying toward the entrances. I asked two
quiet looking Arab women for whom they were looking, as I passed them in
one of the wards. "My son, but hope he may be among the dead," she
answered, evidently appalled at the suffering she saw. All day long we
worked, and finally toward night some sort of order was obtained, and over
seventy sick and wounded were sleeping beneath the roof of the Lansing
Memorial Hospital.
Nov. 17. Our capacity has been increased to 90 by the use of corridors and
offices. We had thought to have some leisure today for improving the
arrangement and care of the patients, but instead had a repetition of
yesterday's program. New cases continued to pour in, suffering dreadfully
because they had not yet been cared for; they were the severely wounded
who had been difficult to move. Transfers were made, the lighter cases sent
away as before, for the hospital has undertaken to care mainly for the
seriously wounded and those requiring operation. One poor gunner, black
and besmeared from his work, was in a pitiful plight. A bullet hit him
below the right eye, destroying the left and lodging in his brain and left him
blind and deaf and speechless, and paralyzed in one arm and leg. He was
still conscious as shown by his efforts to help in dressing him, but death
mercifully put an end to his sufferings before the next morning's light.
The Montefic Chief Ajemie came to town with his Arabs amid great
shoutings and salutes and flying of banners. Saled Talib Bey has gone over
to the British and this man, his rival, has come to aid the government. The
Arabs green flag is furled and fear of massacre is over for the present.
When the Arabs realized that their Moslem brothers were fighting on the
side of the British, they comprehended at last that this was a war not for
religion, but between governments for supremacy and power.
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Nov. 18. A number of freshly wounded today. News that the Turkish
troops are in full retreat: Ottoman Bank has been ordered to Baghdad. A
little before sunset troops in broken ranks moved by, seemingly tired and
jaded. Arabs are ready to fly the white flag and hope for leniency from the
British, because they say they were forced to fight. One of the officers in the
Hospital, a fine fellow, who if he lives will come out of this trouble, minus a
leg, wept in speaking of the defeat of his government. He confessed its
inadequacy, and mentioned the fact that he with many others would owe his
life to the presence of the Mission Hospital with its well-equipped operating
room and trained helpers. After night-fall there were sounds from Ashar as
of muffled drums beating and of many people marching, and until late at
night boats blowing off steam in the river. People fleeing in the dark hours
of the night perhaps, Turkish officials leaving with their families, or soldiers
being withdrawn, we could only surmise the meaning of the commotion.
Nov. 19. I went to Basra on an urgent case, the first time I had been out in
public for some time. A few days ago it would have been absolutely unsafe
to appear in the public thoroughfare with a topee on; today people did stare
much more than usual, but I suffered no inconvenience of any kind. We
went by ballum as no carriages were running, the horses having been
impressed into service by the government. The bazaars were closed and
deserted, the streets nearly empty, and the few boats on the canal contained
out-of-town Arabs rather than the usual townspeople, passing to and fro.
As I was returning a squad of handsome Arab horsemen passed on the road,
come, so our boatman informed me, from bringing good news to the
governor, of the chief's Ajemie's prowess in his fight against the English
today. Two hundred prisoners were supposed to have been taken, and an
earlier report had it that he had seized two automobiles. The reports all day
had been conflicting but toward evening reliable news came of the fall of
Abd El Cassib, and while we sat at dinner one of the police came and begged
a word with Dr. Bennett, the purport of which was that all wounded who
could walk or travel comfortably were to be gotten ready to leave at once.
He added in an undertone "The English are near". The motor cars taken
turned out to be a dilapidated motorcycle and the two hundred prisoners
dwindled to two Portuguese cyclists. As I sit here writing, the muffled
sounds of last night permeate the air, the further exodus of Basra and
Ashar. It is the third night of the new moon with a full high tide, the best
possible time for the British Gun-boats to slip past the obstacles in the river
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with the least expenditure of time and dynamite, and we all feel that
tomorrow's light may find them in Basra waters. We wish that we might
feel that there will be no fighting and bursting of shells that a quiet
withdrawal of the troops from a place that they cannot possibly hold will
happen, but we dare not hope for that.
Nov. 20. The Turks have evacuated Basra. All night long the road across
the canal was busy; foot soldiers, cavalry, and artillery, retreating and
leaving Basra. By morning word came that both the fort and city hall were
both absolutely empty, that the Governor, commander-in-chief, and all
officials had left. The soldiers too ill to move had been left in the
government hospital and later were sent to us for care.
Panic reigned in Ashar, fear, not of the coming English, but of the Arabs
who were accompanying them, or rather robber Arabs who would come no
doubt on the heels of the Turks. The poor of the town turned robbers with
the watchery, "Destroy all you can, get all you can, before the unbelievers
come." Guns and ammunition had been left behind in the Arsenal in the
haste of leaving, and these were soon in the hands of the populace which
was by this time a robbing, house-breaking, mob. 0ne Christian woman
was said to have been killed in the streets by Arabs and robbed of her jewels
and ornaments; all of our helpers who had homes to protect were absent
from work, watching and waiting in fear and trembling.
A city without a government, without any central authority, is an
appalling thing; an Arab city particularly. I have heard Arabs say that the
Turkish government is "no government" but that seems not quite true, "no
government" is worse. We kept expecting the British, but no British came.
Turkish soldiers in larger and smaller numbers kept coming in from the
desert; until their arrival no news of the evacuation had reached them
apparently. Toward nightfall the native Christian families gathered, some
at our house and some at the house of Mr. and Mrs. Van Ess, for mutual
protection and comfort. We made a few preparations for repairing to the
roof in case of need, and went to bed partly dressed, the men keeping watch
alternately during the night. The women and children were huddled
together in the office downstairs, preferring the uncomfortable closeness to
being alone upstairs. And the shooting and looting went on with only
occasional let-ups; we retired hoping that we would have no unpleasant
interruptions until morning.
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Nov. 21 . Morning dawned with the shooting still frequent, but the
grounds had not been entered or approached by anyone; and all our helpers
sighed their relief and a prayer that today would surely bring the British.
The Custom House was partly burned and completely looted during the
night. Arab servants at the Hospital were demoralized either by fear or lust
of plunder, and refused to work. Our boatmen failed to appear for one or
the other of three reasons, and left us without our usual supply of water. A
man died at the Hospital, and no one could be found to carry him to the
burial-ground, or to bury him. All sorts of people passed and repassed with
spoils of plunder shooting each other on any slight pretext. Across the
canal one man was left dead, stabbed for the sake of three bars of soap. The
warehouses of the Turkish River S.S. Co. furnished the source of plunder,
and late in the afternoon was set on fire, using empty boxes as kindling
wood.
It looked as if we must pass another night of tumult and terror, but just
at sunset we heard with thankfulness and great relief the report of cannon
from the river. Immediately almost, the firing lessened, and in about two
minutes ceased altogether; and when, after the light of day had left the sky,
the search-light from the man-of-war gleamed in the heavens, all was
magically quiet and peaceful. Order was restored after nearly forty-eight
hours of panic and pandemonium let loose.
Nov. 22. Sunday morning again, but how different from the past two! We
had a praise service in the church and our voices were raised in hymns of
praise and thanksgiving. The Union Jack waves over the Custom House,
and flags are flying everywhere. British soldiers are on patrol duty at the
bridge and crossings, and are busy cleaning debris and waste in the
Customs and warehouses. Two thousand troops have already come up on
the Lynch river boats. The rest are advancing by land. There is much news
to tell and more to hear, but there is still time for that. We rejoice above
everything else in the thought that with the passing of Turkish rule a new
era is dawning for Basra and Iraq.
(signed) Christine I. Bennett16
Conclusion.
The fighting continued in the Middle East throughout 1915, and
wounded Turkish soldiers continued to be brought into the hospital
as prisoners of war. In January of 1916, soldiers who were ill of
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typhoid, malaria, and typhus started to arrive. As indicated in the
letter from Mrs. Van Ess, both Christine and her husband contracted
the dread disease from the wounded prisoners, but she did not
survive the illness.
The British Army was having a difficult time on the Arabian
peninsula at that time but again quoting Mr. Franklin, the most
notable persons in charge of the campaign stopped their official work long
enough to join the mission body and others in a funeral service. The service
was in honor of the little Danish girl who dreamed of doing work for God
and man; who, without ever faltering, struggled to prepare herself for
service; who gave her life and love with beautiful generosity, and who fell at
"The Post of Honor."17
One who knew Mrs. Bennett well wrote to the Mission Board in
New York the following-" She was one of the dearest women that ever
went to a mission field, and her few short years of service were filled to
overflowing with acts of love to all about her. 18 Elizabeth de P. Cantine,
who together with her husband had witnessed the Bennetts'
wedding in India, wrote: The sad news of the death, from typhoid fever,
of Mrs. A.K. Bennett, of Basra, Arabia, will be a great shock to the readers
of The Gleaner. Through her letters you have, doubtless, learned to know
something of the strength and beauty of her character, of her earnest
consecration and zeal, and will realize that the Arabian Mission has
sustained a great loss. Those whose privilege it was to know her intimately
will be better able to estimate how great is this loss, and how deep the
sorrow that fills our hearts at the thought of missing from our ranks this
devoted fellow worker whom we all loved so dearly and esteemed so highly.
It is not often that so many rare and beautiful qualities are combined in one
person as there were in Mrs. Bennett, and it makes it all the harder to lose
her because she was so lovable. Her skill as a physician, her great love for
her work and the people, and her earnestness in seeking to touch their hearts
with the Gospel message made her an ideal missionary. And she was also
an ideal working companion, bringing so much of love and happiness and
good cheer into the lives of her fellow missionaries, as well as the inspiration
of her daily devotion to duty and the genuineness of her Christian life. We
shall miss her so much in every way. And when we think of the great work
she was doing it seems as if we could not spare her, but God has willed it
otherwise. Is there not some one who, following her example of consecrated
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faithfulness, will take up this work of gentle loving ministration to the
women of Arabia? 19
Dorothy Van Ess, Christine's friend
and companion, later wrote, In March
tragedy befell our mission. Our hospital
had been caring for wounded -- and in
March a contingent was sent to us,
suffering from what proved to be typhus
fever. This is highly infectious, and soon
almost every member of our hospital staff
succumbed to it. Miss Holzhauser, our
Nursing superintendent, had it so severely
that she was later invalided home to
Christine and Matthew shortAmerica, never to be able to return. Finally
ly before her death in 1916
both Dr. and Mrs. Bennett came down with
the dread disease ... they were removed to the infectious section of Basra
General Hospital .... Christine Bennett had a short severe attack and in a few
days died. The loss of the friend and companion whose life had been so close
to mine was a deep sorrow. It was made all the more poignant because I had
been taking care of three-year-old Matthew Bennett, and I had to tell him
his mother was dead. When I came back from her funeral, I took him on my
lap and told him that his mother was all well now, but that God had to take
her to Heaven to make her so. He looked up at trustingly and said, "Isn't
there a way down from there?" I explained as best I could, and he accepted
it; and I knew that he had understood because he repeated it all so very
sweetly in Arabic to an Arab Christian family, where I often sent him with
his nurse to play with their children.
All Basra mourned with us. Arab women especially paid their tribute
to Christine's selfless devotion in serving them and their children with her
medical skill. Their grief was profound and sincere. The whole community
was drawn together and to us in their sense of loss, and their appreciation
of what the Mission hospital had contributed to the welfare of the people of
Basra.
Dr. Bennett had a long sad convalescence and when he was able to travel
he and Matthew left, also not to return. 20
Eventually Arthur Bennett established a medical practice in
Marquette, Michigan. Matthew followed in his parents' footsteps,
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graduating from the University of Michigan Medical School in 1937
and entering practice as a surgeon in Marquette. Matthew and his
wife, Claire, who were married in 1941, raised four children,
Christine, Matthew Jr., Stuart and George, and of course, now there
are a number of grandchildren of the Ors. Arthur and Christine
Bennett. Dr. Christine Iverson Bennett was a true heroine of her
times. This Danish immigrant woman gave her love and her
medical expertise to people in a strange land, and ultimately her life
as still a young woman, in her service to others.
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Doc Christy
by Borge M . Christensen

On

February 17, 1892, a young man of twenty-five boarded the
transatlantic steamer Hekla in the port of Copenhagen to emigrate to
the United States of America as had many Danes before him. When
he took the decision to emigrate we do not know; but that he was
determined to leave is certain. His father died shortly before the
departure date and the burial coincided with the sailing date. Why
did he leave his home? What happened to him?
One hundred years later, out of the blue, my aunt said, "Do you
know that you have an uncle in the United States?" It came as a
shock. I had no idea. Pressing her for more details, she shut her
mouth as a little girl does when having spoken out of tum or
betrayed a confidence. She would not add to the statement. It hung
in the air. Who was this American uncle? Did I have relatives in the
United States?
I had presented a posthumous Paul Harris Fellow recognition to
her father-in-law, my maternal grandfather. Attending the ceremony
together with her son and daughter-in-law, my eighty-five year old
aunt was the only surviving family member of that generation. Why
would she not elaborate? 1
Later that evening, my cousin's wife produced a clipping from a
Copenhagen newspaper dated 1957, a year after I left for the United
States. The article was about children of people born before October
6, 1814, and who were still alive. One child mentioned in the article
was my maternal grandmother, Cornelia Kruuse, then eighty-eight
years old. However, another was a brother of hers in America, Axel
Herluf Christensen.2
As I was growing up, I felt closest to my maternal grandmother.
Yet, to my recollection, she never mentioned a brother in the USA.
Not even when I stood for emigration to America in the spring of
1956. It was odd. Why had she not mentioned him? Was he an
embarrassment? A family black sheep? Apparently, he was still
alive when I arrived in America. I could have looked him up and
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met him here. Neither my cousin, nor anyone else in my immediate
family, seemed to know anything about Axel.
For the past ten years, as time permitted, I have tried to answer
these questions while attempting to uncover information about his
early years in Denmark as well as his life in the United States. The
following summarizes the results of my research.
Early Years and Emigration
Born on June 13, 1867, Axel Herluf Christensen was my maternal
grandmother's two-year older brother. They were among the last
four children of nineteen born to schoolteacher Jens Christensen and
his wife, Susanne Marie Brammer. Eleven of the nineteen lived to
adulthood. Jens Christensen hailed from generations of farmers in
North Jutland. He was the first, however, to get an education
beyond that offered in a village school. He graduated from the
seminary in Snedsted with high honors. He was a God fearing man
with dreams of becoming a pastor, but his lack of resources never
allowed him to reach his goal. His wife, Susanne Marie, was the
daughter of a schoolteacher. She grew up in the home of her uncle,
headmaster of Snedsted Seminary, later Bishop G. P. Brammer
where she and Jens met. Both lived long and peaceful lives.
Susanne Marie died in 1890 at the age of sixty-four; Jens Christensen
was almost eighty when he died in 1892.3
In poor families with many children, it was common for one or
more of the children to be sent to live in the households of others,
such as uncles, aunts, or older siblings. This became the case for
Axel. When his oldest brother, a schoolteacher like his father,
received a call to a village school about fifty miles from Copenhagen
and but twenty miles from the home of his parents and thus was in a
position to marry, thirteen-year old Axel went to live with the
newlyweds. He remained there until his confirmation at age fifteen.
What happened to him during the following four years, I do not yet
know. However, from 1886 to 1888, he worked for an older brother
who had established himself as a greengrocer and merchant in
Copenhagen.4
Another gap in Axel's whereabouts is from 1889 until February
17, 1892 when he boarded Thingvalla Lines' SS Hekla. Ice packed the
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harbor of Copenhagen. The temperature dropped to 16° F.
Icebreakers kept enough open water for the steamer to leave nearly
on time. "Nearly" because according to a newspaper notice the
following morning, a young man arrived just as the steamer let go of
her moorings. The captain reversed the engine and the passenger
jumped aboard. Was that Axel Herluf Christensen? It could have
been. He might have come directly from his father's funeral. 5
Records also show that after an unremarkable crossing, he and
266 other Hekla passengers docked in the Port of New York on
March 5, 1892. By barge, the steerage passengers transferred to Ellis
Island. This new immigration facility replaced the older inadequate
immigrant entry station known as Castle Garden at Manhattan's
southern tip. In 1890, Congress had approved the building of a
larger facility on a low-lying, twenty-seven-acre island in Upper
New York Bay. The new station opened New Year's Day, 1892.
Thus, Axel was among the first to pass through this "Ellis Island"
portal to the American Dream.6

Chicago, Illinois
After arranging travel plans, Axel received a tag that showed the
railroad line he was supposed to take, connections, and his final
destination of Chicago. From Chicago he went to Kenosha,
Wisconsin. There he attended the N. A. Rowe School, and later, the
Northern Indiana Normal School in Valparaiso, Indiana.7
How he financed his education, I do not know with certainty. I
failed to find relatives, acquaintances, or possible friends from
Denmark from whom he could have elicited support even though
Kenosha had a large, prosperous Danish community. One way he
earned his living was to push wheelchairs, so called "roller chairs",
around the 633-acre World's Columbian Exposition in Chicago and
its 65,000 exhibits. People called him "Sandy" probably referring to
his head of blond hair.8
While pushing weary visitors around in roller chairs, Axel
became acquainted with Hahnemann Medical College.
Two
buildings near the entrance to the Fair housed a medical bureau and
an emergency homeopathic hospital. It had resident and attending
physicians and a trained nursing staff. During the Fair, fifteen
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thousand visitors came in for a rest, and two thousand physicians
called at the hospital. It was a model hospital built through the
generosity of Howard N. Higinbotham, the Fair's president from
1892 to its close.9

Wicker roller chairs by tent pavilion seen from the entrance to the Homeopathic
Hospital at the World's Columbian Exposition; c. 1894. (Photo Charles Dudley
Arnold. Bv kind permission of the Art Institute of Chicago)

Howard N. Higinbotham (1838-1919) was among Chicago's
most civically active men of the day. He was president of the
Chicago Home for Incurables, the Chicago Free Kindergarten
Association, and the Municipal Sanatorium for Tuberculosis, and
associated with many other charities and institutions. He became
widely known in Chicago as a merchant, philanthropist, civic leader,
and art collector. In his early youth, he left his father's farm in Joliet,
Illinois, and completed his education at Lombard College in
Galesburg, Illinois. His first employment was as a bank clerk in
Joliet, as a bank cashier, and then as an assistant bookkeeper in a
Chicago dry-goods house. During the Civil War, he served with
distinction in the Quartermaster Corps of the Union Army. After the
war, he was a bookkeeper in the new dry-goods firm of Field,
Palmer and Leiter. He joined Marshall Field's firm where he rose to
partnership. He possessed great administrative and managerial
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abilities, which he put to good use as president of the World's
Columbian Exposition. He worked closely with its overall architect,
David H. Burnham who had designed Higinbotham's magnificent
home three miles east of Joliet completed in 1893. Higinbotham's
leadership secured a positive financial result for the Exposition.
Moreover, he was a trustee of Hahnemann Medical College. 10
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College
The charter to organize and operate Hahnemann Medical
College was drafted in the law offices of Abraham Lincoln; and
granted to a group of homeopathic physicians from Chicago by the
Illinois legislature in Springfield on Valentine's Day, 1855. At a
meeting on the evening of March 15, 1860, they elected the first
faculty consisting of seven medical men and an attorney. The
college taught the principles of homeopathy. During the following
sixty years, it grew in size and reputation. In 1894, Axel qualified to
enter Hahnemann Medical College in Chicago. The same year, the
college opened a new 150-bed hospital, a seven story building
directly connected with a new college building. College and
hospital were both acclaimed as models of their kind, with all the
modem conveniences that science could contribute. In the closing
years of the century, Hahnemann Medical College was a leading
medical school in the nation. When Axel entered, it was at the
height of renown. As was commonly the rule in medical colleges at
the time, completing a two-year course was sufficient for graduation.
Nevertheless, the Hahnemann faculty worked hard to add courses
and eventually settled on a three-year program. Beginning in 189596, it expanded to a graded course of four years' duration. Axel
graduated with the degree of Doctor of Medicine and Surgery in
1897. 11

Joliet, Illinois
Upon graduation, Axel trained at the newly opened, thirty-three
bed Silver Cross Hospital built at Joliet, Illinois. It had taken five
years of planning and fund raising for the Christian charitable
group, Will County Union of King's Daughters and Sons, before the
two-story hospital first opened its doors on Thanksgiving Day, 1895.
They named the facility for the emblem of Union of King's
Daughters and Sons, the Silver Maltese Cross. World's Fair
architects, Jenney and Mundie were architects for the hospital. The
Fair's president, Howard N. Higinbotham was an enthusiastic
proponent of the new hospital in his city, an early major donor, and
an untiring fundraiser. 12

35

The wealthy, civically motivated, and charitable Higinbotham, is
a common denominator for Axel's early years in America. From the
Columbian Exposition and its hospital cum rest station, to
Hahnemann Medical College in Chicago, to Joliet and its Silver
Cross Hospital his name ties together where Axel went and what he
did. His benevolence helped Axel make a living and achieve an
education.
With a Silver Cross Hospital patient base, Axel established his
first practice in Joliet. On the way from his lodgings to his downtown office in the Cutting Building, he would pass Bates Machine
Company, where Mary Etta Born worked as a bookkeeper. On July
26, 1900, they married in Benton Harbor, Michigan. Mary was the
daughter of a German immigrant who came to the United States of
America with his parents in 1842. Living first in New York and later
in Iowa, widowed, in 1878 he moved to Joliet and set up in the
lumber business. Philip C. Born (1836-1891) became a pros-perous,
respected, and well-liked man. Mary had two brothers and three
sisters. One brother went to New York, but later returned to Joliet.
He was a childless widower and settled at Geneva, Illinois. The
name of one of the sisters was Cornelia, the same as Axel's sister, my
maternal grandmother.
Two of the daughters became
schoolteachers. It is not surprising that the young physician was
attracted to this family.13
Luverne, Minnesota
Mary and Axel, she thirteen years his junior, moved several
times, ever farther west. Their first stop after Joliet was Luverne in
southwestern Minnesota where they arrived in April 1902. Luverne
was a progressive and active city. It was a node in the extensive rail
system that existed in those days in southwest Minnesota. Several
physicians already practiced in Luverne, albeit some of them only
part time. They combined their practice with other activities. One
operated a hotel; others farmed. The railways provided access to the
surrounding area and its potential patients. Axel joined the wellestablished practice of Dr. Horace F. Kilgore who had been in
Luverne since 1872. A graduate of Missouri Homeopathic Medical
College, Dr. Kilgore took courses at Chicago Homeopathic College
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and Hospital, and a post-graduate course at Hahnemann Medical
College in Chicago. His married stepdaughter graduated from
Hahnemann in 1895.14
After slightly more than a year with Dr. Kilgore, in June 1903,
Axel set up on his own. An advertisement in the local paper
announces: "A. H. Christensen - Physician and Surgeon. Residence
comer Main and Kniss Avenue. Phone 93. Office Arcade block.
Phone 118."
And below in Danish, "Skandinavisk L.ege"
[Scandinavian Physician.]1 5
This, too, did not last very long, less than a year. On February
25, 1904, under local news, the Clark Pilot Review, Clark, South
Dakota carried a notice, "Dr. A.H. Christensen, of Chicago, was an
arrival yesterday morning. He is out prospecting for a location."
There are many reasons why Mary and Axel might have wanted to
leave Luverne. Competition was strong. Axel's wanderlust drove
him west seeking new and better opportunities as did so many
immigrants (there are indications that he also prospected in Turton,
a smaller community about twenty-two miles northwest of Clark.)
Smallpox running rampant in Southwest Minnesota during the early
1900's scared many away. Petite Mary was in poor health and not a
physically strong woman. The mere mention of the word "smallpox"
would strike fear in even the strongest man's heart. A smallpox
diagnosis was worse than receiving a prison sentence. The county
neighboring Luverne had one of the largest outbreaks of smallpox in
1900-1903. A final factor contributing to his choice of Clark might
well have been that one of its two physicians, Dr. D. 0. Bennett was
quite ill and not expected to live long. Dr. Bennett's obituary
appeared in the local, weekly paper on April 21, 1904. 16
Clark, South Dakota
Mary and Axel moved to the City of Clark, South Dakota, the
seat of the county by the same name. Clark County is located in the
rich farming region of the northeastern section of South Dakota.
Established in 1881, Clark City's population was about eight
hundred when Mary and Axel arrived, the entire county numbered
7,800 people, and growing. Mary did not particularly appreciate this
move to what she considered a frontier town with homesteaders,
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Indians, and all. Probably, she would have preferred to return to
Joliet and her family there. However, on July 5, 1904, the Office of
Register of Deeds in Clark County records the filing of Axel's license
to practice medicine in the State of South Dakota. He did this for the
next fifty years. 17
Known in Clark as "Doc Christy," Axel, now thirty-seven years
old, took Dr. Bennett's offices on the second floor above Desnoyer's
hardware store on North Commercial Street. His waiting room,
consulting room, and office remained there for as long as he
practiced in Clark. At first, Mary and he lived next door to Hotel
Conklin, a few hundred feet from his office. In 1920, they bought
four lots behind the hotel on the comer of Smith Street and 2nd
Avenue where they built a modest but comfortable home and lived
for the following thirty-three years.18
Axel and Mary were not active in church or other social
activities in Clark. Settled mostly by Norwegians and Germans,
Clark did not have a significant Danish community or any Danish
organizations. The closest Danish congregations were in Bryant,
Conde, or Erwin, all thirty or forty miles distant. There was a
chapter of the Danish Brotherhood in Henry, four miles east of
Clark, but there is no record there of Dr. and Mrs. Christensen.
However, in 1932, on the strength of her brother, George R. Born's
membership in Joliet Lodge #42 of the Ancient Free and Accepted
Masons of Joliet, Illinois, the Order of the Eastern Star's chapter in
Clark inducted Mary as a member.19
Mary suffered from hysteria. Outside of the home, and usually
inside, she was always in a wheelchair. She was afraid of becoming
pregnant. She and Axel were childless, but cemetery records list an
infant Christensen although without additional information about
parents, gender, or dates. All it notes is: "Baby Christensen." A
stillborn child could account for Mary's affliction. 20
Axel was not a tall man, perhaps five feet, seven inches and
slight. His siblings, his mother, and her parents were all of small
stature. His able, well-formed hands had long and slender fingers.
Cleanly shaven with a patrician forehead, he had a full head of hair,
combed straight back, graying at the temples. He would look
directly at you with clear, blue eyes, wearing glasses only when
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reading. His expression was earnest and solemn, professional, but
his smile was warm; his voice was soft. He had a dapper
appearance, always wearing a dark suit and a sparkling white shirt,
usually smoking a cigar. 21
Doc Christy's patients came from all over Clark County. He
made house calls throughout the area from Lake Township eighteen
miles to the south to beyond Woodland Township twelve miles
north of Clark. He spent many hours traveling Clark county roads.
It made no difference to him whether it was day or night. Darkness,
thunder or lightning; rain, snow or baking heat-it mattered little to
Doc Christy. Early on, he traveled in a horse and buggy; he even
owned a completely enclosed horse drawn sled. It had glass all
around and a slit for the reins. Doc Christy used the sled as late as
1942. The first person in the area many were to know was Doc
Christy. In many families, he delivered all of their children at home,
sometimes assisted by a midwife that as frequently as not was an
aunt or a neighbor. 22
In the thirties, Mrs. Shirk and Mrs. Stacey opened maternity
homes in Clark. For a modest fee, an expectant mother could come
there; give birth, and stay for about ten days, the length of time
women stayed in bed even as late as the late 1940's. Both Mrs. Shirk
and Mrs. Stacey had some limited nurses training. They acted as
midwives. Together with the attending physician, they helped to
deliver the babies. Later, they cared for both mother and child.
There were times when Doc Christy would be back and forth
between the two maternity homes throughout the night attending to
women in labor. Fortunately, Mrs. Shirk and Mrs. Stacey had
located right across the street from one another, and across the street
from Mary and Axel's home. 23
Among the first babies delivered by Doc Christy was Albert
Alness (1906-1994). As a boy, Albert fell from the grain elevator near
the railroad tracks. To make sure nothing was broken, the owner
told him to go and see Doc Christy. In the consultation room Doc
Christy asked, "Did you walk up the stairs to see me?" ''Yes,"
answered Albert. "Well, then there is nothing wrong with you. You
can go back to work." Known for his straight talk, kind attention,
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and success as a doctor, patients, and their families trusted and
cherished Doc Christy.24
Later, Doc Christy acquired one of Clark's first automobiles. As
a boy, Ed Clausen and his brother would often be on the street when
Doc Christy returned from house calls. He would tell them to jump
in the car. That command, "Get in!" prompted an immediate
response. The boys would ride along to a local garage just off the
main street, not far from Doc Christy's home where he kept his car.
Then he would have the boys open the garage doors for him. "As
kids, we had much respect for Doc Christy," added Ed. 25
Although Doc Christy was not actively engaged in politics, he
stood for election as coroner in 1936 but was defeated. In a 1942
repeat attempt, he won. Reelected in 1944, he lost when in 1946 he
tried for a third term. He served on the Selective Service Board
during both World Wars and received a congressional citation for
his services.26
Rotary

Invited into Rotary in 1929, Doc Christy was a long-time, very
active member of the Rotary Club of Clark. He served on many club
committees and as club president 1939-1940. Although his brotherin-law, P.A. Kruuse served on Rotary International's Board of
Directors and in that capacity visited Chicago in the mid-thirties,
there is no evidence that the two of them ever met. However, Axel
was among the 357 Rotarians and 219 lady guests attending the
April 1940 Rotary District 119 Conference in Sioux Falls: During his
year as club president, attendance was consistently among the
District's top three clubs with less than thirty members. Every year
the Rotary Club of Clark held a farmers' meeting paying for the rural
visitors' attendance. They held Christmas parties for Clark's boys
and girls. In addition, every year, they sent one or more youths to
Boys State.27
Reporting on his official visit in September 1939, then District
Governor John Martin noted that the fellowship was excellent. "Dr.
Christensen is most enthusiastic. It seems that last year's president
• After Rotary lntemational's renumbering of districts, the Rotary Club of
Clark is now in District 5610.
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neglected his work and Dr. Christensen is devoting much time to his
organization and endeavoring to build up real Rotary spirit. I
believe he will do it." The Governor concludes his report to Rotary
International with the observation, "Times are hard, money is scarce,
but their bills are practically paid with a small reserve. I believe they
will pull out all right."2s
In 1947, when Rotary's founder, Paul Harris died, Rotary
International asked that individuals and clubs wishing to honor the
founder make gifts in his name to The Rotary Foundation,
suggesting $10 per member. For the 1948 effort, his club appointed
Doc Christy to head the undertaking locally. The governor at the
time noted, "They appointed a Scandinavian, a very earnest Rotarian
and very anxious to discharge this assignment." Governor John
Martin was right. They pulled through. The club still exists and has
almost forty active members. 29

Doc Christy flanked by Albert Alness on his right and Ordin Lean, two of the first
babies Doc Christy delivered in Clark. The photo is from the 1951 Golden Reception
for Dr. and Mrs. Axel H. Christensen. (Photo courtesy George Baldwin, Rotary
Club of Clark, Clark, S.D.)

Golden Reception
So well liked and respected was Doc Christy that six months
short of the fiftieth anniversary of the day he first hung his shingle in
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Clark the community put on a so-called "Golden Reception"
celebration for him. Clark Chamber of Commerce was in charge
supported by other county groups and organizations such as the
Rotary Club of Clark. They invited everyone, but particularly those
who were infants under Doc Christy's care. Clark's high school
auditorium filled with well-wishers. They listened to musical
performances and speeches by the mayor, the president of the
Chamber, and Rotary club officials. As a token of appreciation
recognizing his near half century of service, they presented Mary
and Doc Christy with a purse of money. Undoubtedly, they could
use it. Often Doc Christy's honorarium was in kind rather than cash,
sometimes none at all. Axel never became a well-to-do man.30
Sunset Years
Early in 1953, having ministered to the needs of the people of
Clark for nearly half a century, Mary and Axel Herluf Christensen
sold their home. They retired to live in a large, beautiful house in
Geneva, Illinois, on the Fox River. They inherited this property
when Mary's brother died. Mary gave up her wheelchair. They
lived quietly; an elderly, friendly couple sticking together; walking
in the garden, and visiting neighbors. In late February 1957, Doc
Christy contracted pneumonia. He died March 5, 1957, three months
before his ninetieth birthday. Mary survived her husband and
passed away January 8, 1969. 31
Both were cremated and their urns interred in graves eight and
nine, respectively of the Born family plot, lot number thirty-eight,
Hillside Section of the Elmhurst Cemetery in Joliet, Illinois.32

My knowledge of my grand uncle's life still has many holes. More
research lies ahead, in the USA and in Denmark. However, no
longer is Axel just a few lines in an old newspaper clipping. We
know what happened to him. The other question, why he chose to
emigrate remains unanswered. Probably it is true for him as it is for
all who leave their native countries that a combination of reasons
made Doc Christy take the step.
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In September 1992, I made the presentation at a meeting of the Rotary Club
of Odense Vestre, Denmark where my grandfather, Consul P. A. Kruuse
was a founding member in 1927. In 1929-1930, he was club president. In
1934-1935, he served Rotary International as District Governor, and in 19351936 as a member of Rotary International's Board of Directors. He died in
1940. A Paul Harris Fellow is someone who contributes, or in whose name
is contributed, $1,000 to The Rotary Foundation of Rotary International.
When by 1957, a decade after the death of Rotary's founder, Paul Harris, and
seventeen years after my grandfather's death, donations to the Rotary
Foundation began to decline, the trustees established the Paul Harris Fellow
donor recognition program. In April 2004, there was 891,431 Paul Harris
Fellows. De danske Rotarydistrikter, Medlemsbogen 1997/98 (Roskilde,
Denmark: Danske Rotary Distrikters Sekretariat 1997); Rotary International,
Manual of Procedures (Evanston, IL: Rotary International 2001) 166; David C.
Forward, A Century of Service, The Story of Rotary International (Evanston, IL:
Rotary International 2003) 117; "Foundation Facts," The Rotarian 183, no. 1
Gune 2004): 15.
2
"Greve Mrend fodt for 6. oktober 1814 og alligevel har nulevende b0rn,"
Berlingske Tidende (Copenhagen), January 27, 1957, p. 6, col. 2.
3
In the process of researching the life of Axel Herluf Christensen (AHC), I
found the unpublished memoirs of his father, Jens Christensen covering the
time from Jens Christensen's birth until 1888. With a genealogical review of
the Jens Christensen family, annotated and transcribed from its gothic
handwriting, it appeared in Borge M. Christensen, "Skolelrerer Jens
Christensens livserindringer" (Schoolteacher Jens Christensen's Memoirs),
Personalhistorisk Tidsskrift, Samfundet for dansk genealogi og Personalhistorie,
(Copenhagen), no. 1999:2 (1999): 187-226. Unfortunately, Jens Christensen
stopped writing before AHC's emigration. The memoirs do not provide
clues to AHC's decision.
4
For a discussion of the rural Danish school in the latter half of the 19th
century and, specifically, the Kindertofte school attended by AHC, see Borge
M. Christensen, "As You Bend the Twig, So Grows the Tree," The Bridge, 20,
no. 2 (1997): 9-24. According to the enumeration for Kindertofte parish in
Folketrelling 1880, Rigsarkivet (Copenhagen) microfilm M15.424, AHC lived
with his brother, Johannes Frederik Christensen at the Kindertofte village
school in 1880. From 1886 to 1888, he worked for an older brother, Emil
Theodor Christensen. Kebenhavns Politis Mandtaller, 1886-1892, Stadsarkivet
(Copenhagen) fiche 40510, 40511.
5 "Fra Havnen," Politiken (Copenhagen), February 18, 1892.
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AHC arrived at New York with intended destination Chicago. Passenger
List S.S. Hekla, District of the City of New York, Port of New York, March 5,

6

1892, line 94.
7 Listed as a high school student, AHC boarded at N. A. Rowe's University
School. Breitzman & Thompson, comps., Kenosha City Directory, 1893-94
(Fond Du Lac, WI: P. B. Haber Printing House, 1893), 51. The Eighty-eighth

Quarterly Catalogue of the Normal School and Business Institute Valparaiso,
Indiana (Valparaiso, IN: Messenger Steam Printing House, 1895), 32 lists
AHC from Kenosha, Wis. as a student in the Preparatory Department.
Dorothy and Carol Shirk, interview by author, tape recording. Clark,
South Dakota, July 23 and 24, 1993. Mrs. Shirk's father worked with AHC at
the World's Columbian Exposition in Chicago.
9 John Moses and Joseph Kirkland, "Medical Profession and Institutions," in
History of Chicago Illinois (Chicago & New York: Munsell & Co., 1895), 2:280;
Helen M. Richards, "The Hospital" in History of Silver Cross Hospital School of
Nursing (Silver Cross Hospital School of Nursing Alumnae Association,
1960), 1:4.
10 Hubert Howe Bancroft, "Results, Awards, and Incidents," in The Book of the
Fair, (Chicago, San Francisco: The Bancroft Company, 1893), 27:972; Robert
E. Sterling, Joliet, A Pictorial History (St. Louis, MO: G. Bradley Publishing,
Inc., 1988), 92; Minutes of the Board of Trustees of Hahnemann Medical
College of Chicago, March 15, 1892, Northwestern Memorial Hospital
Archives, Chicago, IL.
11 John E Gilman, "History of the Hahnemann Medical College and
Hospital," in H. G. Cutler, ed., Medical and Dental Colleges of the West: Chicago.
(Chicago: n.p., 1896), 201-213; Howard R. Chislett, "Hahnemann Medical
College of Chicago," in William Harvey King, ed., History of Homeopathy and
Its Institutions in America (n.p., 1905), 341; Minutes, Board of Trustees of
Hahnemann Medical College of Chicago, March 22, 1897, Northwestern
Memorial Hospital Archives, Chicago, IL.
12 Helen M. Richards, 'The Hospital," chap. 1, in History of Silver Cross
Hospital School of Nursing (Silver Cross Hospital School of Nursing Alumnae
Association, 1960), 1:4; Mrs. Wm. (Hannah M.) Harwood and G. W.
Carpenter, comps. Silver Cross Hospital Ooliet, IL: Privately printed by Will
County Union of the King's Daughters, n.d.)
13 On its four floors, the distinctive, narrow Cutting building housed a
dentist, an insurance company, attorneys, and seven physicians. In 1899,
AHC occupied room 302 on the third floor in front of the building. Wiggins'
Joliet City Directory, 1899-1900, (R. L. Polk & Company, Joliet, IL, 1899) 7:225.
The following year, he moved to smaller premises in room 305. His practice
may have diminished. Wiggins' Joliet City Directory, 1900-1901, (R. L. Polk &
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Company, Joliet, IL, 1900) 8:242; "Biographical Index, Phillip C. Born," in W.
W. Stevens, ed. Past and Present of Will County, Illinois, (Chicago, IL: The S. J.
Clarke Publishing Company, 1907) 2:707-708.
14 Star-Herald Rock County Herald (Luverne, MI) April 25, 1902, p. 5; Memorial
Record of Southwestern Minnesota (Chicago, IL: The Lewis Publishing
Company, 1897)
15
Star-Herald June 12, 1903.
16 Joe Ager, "The Pipestone Smallpox Scandal." Journal of the Pipestone County
Historical Society, Coteau Heritage 5, no. 1 Ganuary 1993): 14-16; Clark Public
Courier (Clark, SD), April 14, 1904; idem, April 21, 1904.
17 The Clark County History Committee, Centennial History of Clark County,
1881-1981 (Clark, SD: n . p ., 1981); Clara F. Bixler, "Former Resident Recalls
Doctor's History in County," in Clark County Courier (Clark, SD), March 14,
1957, p. l .
18 Advertisement, Clark Pilot Review (Clark, SD), June 30, 1904, p. 4. It read:
"Dr. A. H . Christensen, Physician and Surgeon. Clark, S.D. Office,
Desnoyers block, formerly occupied by Dr. Bennett. Residence, first door
north of Hotel Conklin"; Ailene Luckhurst to author, Clark, SD, March 21,
1993, including transcript of deed for lots 15-18, Original Plat of Clark, 18811992.
19 Thomas P. Christensen, "The Danes in South Dakota," in State Department
of History, comp., South Dakota Historical Collections (Pierre, SD: Hipple
Printing Company, 1928) 14: 539-552; Dorothy Shirk, letter to the author,
September 11, 1993.
20 Bert Moritz to author, Clark, SD, [December 1992]; Max Benson to author,
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21 Marvin D . Anderson, interview by author, tape recording. Clark, South
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Dorothy and Carol Shirk, interview by author, tape recording. Clark,
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25
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The Danish Interest Conference
by Thorvald Hansen
On January 1, 1963 The American Evangelical Lutheran Church
ceased to exist as a separate entity. The AELC was the new name
that had been assumed by the Danish Evangelical Lutheran Church
in America in 1954. Therefore, what really came to an end in 1963
was the Danish Evangelical Lutheran Church, which hereinafter
shall be referred to simply as the Danish Church.
The Danish Church came into being as the Church Mission
Society on a September day in 1872. It was to have a long and
checkered history. Surviving a bitter division in 1894, it eventually
became the smaller of two Danish Lutheran bodies. In 1961 it had a
membership of slightly less than 24,000. That membership was
gathered into nine districts and these encompassed sixteen states
and with one congregation in the Canadian Province of Alberta.
Prologue
On that same summer day at Neenah, Wisconsin as the Danish
Church in America was born, an official Church paper was also
planned. That paper was to be called Kirkelig Samler (Church
Gatherer) and the editors were to be chosen at the annual meeting of
the Church. The paper, therefore, had many editors during its long
history. That history, as a separate paper, came to en end on July 1,
1933, because fewer of the remaining subscribers could read Danish.
The Church, at its annual meeting that year, accepted the offer of the
Holst Printing Company in Cedar Falls, Iowa that Kirkelig Samler be
continued as a page in its weekly Danish paper, Dannevirke. The
page was to be edited by a pastor of the Danish Church. Steps were
then taken to produce a paper in the English language. That paper
came to life in 1934 and had a number of editors until it came to an
end with the church merger of 1963.
The arrangement with Holst continued until the demise of the
weekly, Dannevirke in 1951. This meant that the church was no
longer producing any literature in the Danish language. It was soon
obvious that the older generation of church members needed and
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demanded this. The Publication Committee met to consider this
need and, on a temporary basis, sent a small Danish language paper,
which it called Kirke og Folk (Church and People), gratis to all who
desired it. It was edited by Pastor Holger Strandskov, who also
edited Lutheran Tidings. At the next annual meeting of the Church
this action was approved and the Kirke og Folk was to be continued
for one year under the editorship of Paul Wikman.
A year later the annual report of the Board of Publications
revealed that Kirke og Folk now had about 725 subscribers as well as
being sent to the pastors who read Danish. It also revealed that the
paper had received many gifts from friends and supporters. The
result was that though the name of the paper was changed to Church
and Life in 1983, the subscription list has declined considerably and
the paper has become exclusively English, it still exists in 2004.
Today it is the sole remaining responsibility of the Danish Interest
Conference.
An Interest Conference is Born
It was obvious to all that when the Danish Church ceased to exist
any interest in things Danish would be hard, if not impossible, to
maintain. There was still a good deal of interest in Danish tradition,
language and culture in 1962. Not least there was a continuing
interest in the philosophy and teachings of N.F.S. Grundtvig. That
Danish pastor, who lived most of his productive life in the
nineteenth century, had been an important inspiration in the Danish
Church. His teachings, spiritual as well as cultural, had become vital
for many and were still being studied and discussed in Denmark
and America. If a merger was not to lead to the neglect and
forgetting of these roots, provision must be made for keeping the
Danish heritage alive.
This fact was recognized by the framers of the new Lutheran
Church in America. They wisely provided for the existence of
special interest conferences as auxiliary units of the new church and
there were already indications that there would be other such
conferences within the Lutheran Church in America. According to
his final report to the annual meeting of the Church at Waterloo
Iowa in 1960, Pastor Alfred Jensen, stated that such a conference
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could be established if thirty-five pastors and representatives of
thirty-five congregations, by petition, requested such of the new
LCA. This matter was then brought before the Waterloo meeting for
discussion. As a result it was moved and carried that the AELC
representatives on the Joint Commission on Lutheran Unity, (JCLU)
take such steps as might be necessary to ensure that AELC people
might have such a Conference. It was emphasized that there would
be periodic meetings to be hosted by member congregations. Such
meetings would be related to Christian faith and life. Such a
Conference would quite possibly also want to publish a Danish
language paper, very likely Kirke og Folk.
At the subsequent meeting in Tyler, Minnesota in 1961 a motion
was adopted which provided for contacting by mail those pastors
not present and congregations not represented at the Tyler meeting
who had not previously indicated a desire for an interest conference.
The same motion also stated that the petition for such a conference
would be presented to the Executive Board of the new LCA
following the constituting convention.
At the constituting convention in Cobo hall in Detroit the next
year a similar resolution was presented and passed. This resolution
included the proposed rules for the Conference and asked that they
be approved in substance. Pastor A. E. Farstrup, the president of the
AELC, stated that the Conference would consist of congregations
and pastors and that it would operate in the English language. It
was further indicated that the paper, Kirke og Folk, would continue
and that it would be under the sponsorship of the Danish Interest
Conference.
Meanwhile, at the request of the Synod Board, proposed rules for
a Danish Interest Conference, which will hereinafter be referred to as
simply the Conference, had been drawn up by the AELC
representatives on the JCLU. These rules were presented in the
report to the meeting at Cobo Hall. Here those rules were adopted
for submission to the new church and they were later approved in
substance by that body. There were nine major sections, with some
of them having several subdivisions, in the rules. The sectional
divisions dealt with such things as the · name, the purpose,
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membership, voting rights, officers, publications, itineraries, and
amendments.
Under the rubric purpose was the expressed desire to stress the
cultural, religious and educational values as these existed in
Denmark and the Danish Church in America and to sponsor a
publication which should disseminate those values. Other
publications could also be sponsored.
Membership in the
Conference would be open to any congregation or pastor who
signified in writing a willingness to further those purposes. There
would be no dues or membership fees but the expenses of the
organization would be defrayed by free will offerings from
congregations and individual members. Meetings were to be
biennial and might be held in various sections of the country. Each
meeting was to be financially self-sustaining. Voting rights, of one
vote each, were to be granted to all congregations and pastors who
were members. The officers of the conference were to be drawn
from the membership with the proviso that the president of the
Conference must be a minister. They were to be elected for a term of
two years and could be eligible for reelection. Such officers would
fill the normal duties of the office to which they were elected. The
publication, Kirke og Folk was to be a monthly or twice monthly
paper and was to be published on a self-sustaining basis. The
section on itineraries indicated that it was up to the Board of the
Conference to arrange itineraries for the speakers and that there
should not be more than two such in any one year. Finally, the rules
provided for the possibility of amendments by a majority vote at a
meeting of the Conference as well as approval by the executive
council of the Lutheran Church in America. It was left to the officers
of the Danish Church at the time of the merger to arrange for the
first Conference. They were to do this in consultation with the
president of the new church.
The Organizing Meeting - 1964
The first and organizing meeting was held at the Danebod Folk
School in Tyler, Minnesota on August seventh and eighth of 1964.
The Danebod congregation, of which Jerome Nilsson was pastor,
was the host. A special guest was the Rev. Dr. Franklin Clark Fry,
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president of the LCA. Dr. Fry was to open the Conference and to
preside until officers for the new group had been elected. It was,
incidentally, the fourth such interest conference at which Dr Fry had
officiated during that summer. The others were the Finnish, the
German and the Hungarian. The Danish Special Interest Conference
differed from the others in that English was to be the official
language of the Conference.
In the hours prior to the arrival of Dr. Fry an informal meeting of
the Conference, led by Pastor A. E. Farstrup, was held. Present were
twenty-three pastors, representatives of twenty-one congregations,
and a number of visitors. There was some discussion of the rules for
the Conference as drawn up by the members of the delegation from
the Church to the Joint Commission on Lutheran Unity. Of
particular interest was the so-called purpose clause of the
Conference. The general feeling was that this clause tied the
Conference too closely to the Church of Denmark. The only action
taken at this informal meeting was to appoint a three member
nominating committee for the three offices in the new Conference.
The organizing meeting officially began with the arrival of Dr. Fry
who promptly convened the Danish Interest Conference. The
nominating committee presented a slate of nominees and elections
followed. As a result of that election Pastor Farstrup was chosen
president, Pastor Willard Garred was chosen secretary and Mr. Erik
Johansen, of Tyler, Minnesota was named treasurer.
At the suggestion of Dr. Fry, the rules for membership were
changed so that any LCA pastor or lay person who signified a desire
to participate in the Conference might become members. It was also
voted to amend the rules so that any LCA member who attended a
meeting could vote. A further change in the proposed rules would
allow any layman to become president of the Conference. The
purpose clause as proposed came in for special consideration. A
committee was appointed to study the issue and to report back the
next day. As a result of the revised proposal and considerable floor
discussion, the purpose clause now reads: "The purpose of this
Conference shall be to mediate the insights and values of a century
of Church life in America, rooted in the heritage of the Danish
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Church and culture, and to relate these to the contemporary
church."
The matter of the History and Archives Fund was then
considered. This Fund may be used to pay the salary of an assistant
or intern at Luther Memorial so that the pastor, Enok Mortensen,
may be free to write a history of the Danish Church for publication.
Area meetings also came under consideration. If held, such
meetings would be in odd numbered years, whereas the meetings of
the entire Conference would be held in even numbered years. The
officers elected at this meeting were to serve for the 1964-1966
biennium and they were to determine the time and place for the 1966
meeting. The organizing meeting of the Conference then adjourned
on Saturday afternoon, August 8, 1964.
The 1966 Meeting
In the interim, prior to the 1966 meeting, an appeal was made for
funds. The rules specified that the sole source of income for the
Conference was to be gifts and donations. Accordingly, an appeal
was made by the secretary right after the organizing meeting. This
appeal succeeded to the extent that the treasurer was able to report a
balance of $2,880 prior to the 1966 meeting. The bulk of this balance,
some $1,567, had been donated to printing the history of the Danish
Church. Further, in 1966 the editor of Kirke og Folk was able to report
a balance of $2,204 and a subscription list of almost one thousand.
Regional meetings had been provided for with the intention that
such should be held in the odd numbered years. However, none
were held in 1965 and indeed, the idea of regional meetings never
bore any fruit.
It had been planned to have the Danish Bishop, Dons
Christensen, of Ribe, speak at the Des Moines meeting and go on a
lecture tour at that time. However he was named by the Church of
Denmark to be its representative at the 300th anniversary of the
Danish Church in the Virgin Islands. Since this event was set for
February, the Bishop's lecture tour was scheduled for that time
rather than June. Reports indicated that the tour of the Bishop and
his wife was highly successful, both from the standpoint of
attendance and the collections that financed the tour.
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In his report to the 1966 meeting President Farstrup stated that
while the officers had held no meetings, such matters as came to the
Conference during the interim were handled directly by the
President in consultation with an advisory committee. It was also
reported that the Conference treasurer, Erik Johansen, had died
during the interim and that Folmer Hansen, of Tyler, Minnesota had
been appointed to that post.
Co-hosts for the Des Moines meeting were Grand View College
and Luther Memorial Church, with lodging being available in the
College dormitories and meals served in the College dining hall.
The meeting began with a lecture on Thursday evening and closed
with two worship services, Danish and English, on Sunday.
Speakers for most of the meetings were chosen from among the
members of the Conference.
The report from the editor of Kirke og Folk was accepted and a
greeting sent to the editor, who because of ill health could not be
present. The matter of a hymnal insert was discussed and it was left
to the officers of the Conference to look into that matter and the
question of getting an adequate supply.
The history of the Danish Church in America brought forth the
considerable discussion. It was reported that the manuscript, written
by Pastor Enok Mortensen, had now been completed. It was voted
that the officers of the Conference, in consultation with Mortensen,
proceed with the publication of the book. A World of Song came
under discussion. The songbook has now been sold out and it was
agreed that the copyright should rest with Grand View College.
Reprinting and/or revising the book was considered but it was
pointed out the there might be a problem concerning the copyrights
of many of the songs in the book. It was decided that a committee
should be appointed and that committee, in consultation with
officers of the Conference was to come to as decision with regard to
publishing a new edition.
In other actions, a committee, to be chosen by the officers of the
Conference, was to look into a planning a suitable celebration for the
centennial of the Danish Church in America in 1972. The committee
was to work in consultation with officials of the LCA and with the
officials of the United Danish Lutheran Church.
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It was decided also to send a memorial to the LCA regarding the
freedom of worship. The essence of the memorial to the LCA was
that it should, "Reaffirm the commitments to valid traditions and the
freedom of worship within the permissive Lutheran framework to
the end that the freedom of traditions be stressed in principle and
honored in practice throughout the LCA."
The final action of the business meeting was the election of
officers for the next biennium. Pastor Farstrup was reelected
president by a unanimous vote and Folmer Hansen was renamed as
treasurer by a similar vote. Pastor Harald Knudsen was selected to
be secretary. The business meeting was then adjourned until 1968,
the date and place of that meeting to be announced later.
Third Biennial Meeting-1968
Once again Grand View and Luther Memorial were hosts to a
Conference on July 25-28, 1968. There were approximately 100
persons present. The business meeting was held on Saturday, the
27 th • Reports were received from the editor of Kirke og Folk as well
as from the treasurer of the Conference. In connection with the latter
it was stated that the funds remaining after publishing the history of
the Danish Church in America were being held and administered by
the LCA Board of Publication. It was voted to recommend to that
Board that the sum of $500 be given to Pastor Mortensen for his
excellent work. The motion to reward Enok for his work also
included the thought that the remainder of the funds should be set
aside for further research and publication regarding the Danish
Church in America.
The previously mentioned centennial of the Danish Church which
would be observed in 1972 was then taken up for discussion. It was
voted that a committee, named by the officers of the Conference,
would make plans, name speakers, choose the location, and set the
date for the event. They would submit a progress report to the 1970
meeting of the Conference.
President Farstrup indicated a desire to retire from that position
and Pastor Enok Mortensen, who was then visiting Denmark, was
chosen to replace him. It was later disclosed that Pastor Mortensen
did accept and would, therefore, be president of the Conference for
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the next biennium. The secretary and treasurer, Harald Knudsen
and Folmer Hansen respectively, were both reelected.
The business session was concluded by giving a standing vote of
thanks to Pastor A. Ejnar Farstrup for his years of faithful service to
the Danish Interest Conference. It was also voted to give a hearty
thank you to Grand View College and Luther Memorial Church for
hosting this event.
The 1970 Meeting
The fourth biennial meeting of the Conference was again held at
Grand View College during the period of July 10-12, 1970. All
meetings were held in the recreation room of the Women's
Residence at the College and the worship services were held at
Luther Memorial Church.
The vote at the last meeting thanking Pastor Farstrup for his
service proved to be premature. Pastor Enok Mortensen had been
elected and agreed to accept but he asked Farstrup to continue until
his return from Denmark. Pastor Peter Thomsen, who had been
elected as an alternate, desired to spend the summer of 1970 in
Denmark and, therefore, Farstrup continued in the presidency.
The weekend meeting began with supper in the College dining
room and was followed by a lecture given by Dr. Johannes Knudsen.
Other speakers on Saturday were Pastor Edwin Hansen, Dr. Ernest
Nielsen and Pastor Howard Christensen. An English service
presided over by Pastor Willard Garred and a Danish service led by
Pastor Bolger Strandskov, were held at Luther Memorial Church on
Sunday morning. At the closing meeting on Sunday afternoon,
Pastor and Mrs. Harold N. Riber were the speakers.
A business meeting was held on Saturday afternoon at which
several items were given attention. It was noted that the editor of
Kirke og Folk, Pastor Michael Mikkelsen, wished to retire and it was
left to the Board to find a replacement. A vote of thanks was
extended to Pastor Mikkelsen for his faithful service. Dr. Johannes
Knudsen was chosen as editor. Another matter to come before the
business meeting was the proposed celebration of the centennial of
the Danish Church. A committee had been appointed at the 1968
meeting but had not met due to a lack of funds. Significant progress
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had been made by mail however. Arrangements had been made for
the inclusion of the Blair group in the observance. The Church of
Denmark had been notified and was asked to send a representative.
A program and the time and place of such an observance could not
yet be announced.
A major item for attention was the desire on the part of many to
have A World of Song reprinted. This item had been carried over
from the last meeting when the Board had been directed to appoint a
committee to study the matter. The chairman of that committee,
Thorvald Hansen, presented the report. A survey had shown that
there would be a possible sale for some 500 copies. However, the
committee advised against a reprint. The major obstacle would be
the matter of copyrights. The question was whether the original
grant of copyright permission would apply to a reprint. The advice
of an attorney had been sought and he advised against it. It was also
pointed out that the College, which now held the copyright, would
not be willing to assume the risk of reprinting without specific
permission of the copyright holders. To obtain permission from so
many and such diverse sources would be extremely difficult. There
were a number of expressions of appreciation of the book and
suggestion were made for obtaining unused copies from the Iowa
Synod Camp and other sources. The result of the discussion was a
decision that the biennial meeting recommended that A World of
Song not be reprinted at this time.
The meeting did, however, recommend the publishing of the
authorized hymnal insert for the Service Book and Hymnal. The
officers of the Conference in conjunction with Harry Jensen at Grand
View College were to be responsible for the publication of such.
Following a reelection of the officers, with Pastor Farstrup, as
president, Pastor Harald Knudsen, as secretary and Folmer Hansen,
as treasurer, the business meeting was adjourned.
The Centennial of the Church
During the two year period prior to the 1972 meeting of the
Conference, a number of things took place relevant to Danes in
America and the Conference. The most important of these was the
functioning of a committee to observe and celebrate the centennial of
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the Danish Lutheran Church in America. Because the Danish church
had divided in 1894, with one faction having its headquarters at
Blair, Nebraska, this faction was also asked to participate.
Accordingly, they appointed six members to join with the existing
committee headed by Dr. Johannes Knudsen. It was in connection
with the centennial that the Conference met in October 1972. The
Centennial observance was to constitute the program for the
Conference, but a business meeting was held on Saturday afternoon,
October 7.
Dr. Johannes Knudsen, who was now editor of Kirke og Folk, gave
a report on the status of that publication. His report indicated that
the addition of more pages of English language material had met
with a favorable response though there had been a few cancellations.
Dr Knudsen also said that the paper was running an annual deficit,
covered by available funds, but such funds were not inexhaustible.
Raising the subscription price would be one possibility, but a better
one would be the encouragement of more gifts and memorials.
The report of President Farstrup was concerned with a number of
items. Among these were the Archives. The archives of the Danish
Church had come under the jurisdiction of the LCA Archives in
Chicago. The originals of photocopied material, duplicates, and
other items not needed in Chicago were returned to Grand View
College. This writer was elected archivist by the assembled
Conference.
There was a discussion of the need to translate more of N. F. S.
Grundtvig's writing to English. It was therefore moved, seconded
and carried "That we make contact with 'Grundtvig Selskabet' of
Denmark to impress upon them the urgency of translating
Grundtvig's writing to English." It was also agreed that the Board of
the Conference seek to further this matter and report to the
Conference in 1974.
Pastor Farstrup encouraged donations to the treasury of the
Conference in that help was needed to meet expenses. Since there
were no dues or other monetary requirements, free will offerings
were most welcome. The treasurer reported that as of this meeting
the Conference had a balance of $1743.16.
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Officers chosen for the next biennium were: president, Pastor
Enok Mortensen, secretary, Thorvald Hansen, and treasurer, Folmer
Hansen. Before the meeting was adjourned a vote of thanks was
given the outgoing officers, Pastors Farstrup and Harold Knudsen.
The actual observance of the centennial constituted the program
for the 1972 meeting of the Conference. The event was observed
with four separate meetings on October 7th and 8th • A banquet was
held on Saturday, Danish and English services on Sunday morning,
and a centennial celebration on Sunday afternoon.
The banquet was held at the Des Moines Country Club, with Dr
Fredrich Schiotz, of the American Lutheran Church as the main
speaker. Music was provided by the Grand View College choir. The
preacher at the Danish language service was Bishop K. C. Holm, of
Odense, Denmark and the liturgist was Pastor Enok Mortensen,
Bishop Holm also spoke at the English service in St. John's Lutheran
Church in downtown Des Moines. The afternoon meeting was also
held at St. John's at which time Dr. Robert J. Marshall, president of
the LCA, presented the main address. The choir from Dana College
provided the music on that occasion. The session was presided over
by Pastor Farstrup.
The 100th Anniversary of the founding of the Danish Lutheran
Church in America was also recognized and celebrated in articles
and poetry appearing in a special thirty-two page edition of Kirke og
Folk. The articles, some in Danish and some in English, dealt with
such things as the founding of the church, the schism in that body,
the contributions of the Danish Church, the emphasis on education,
the joint missionary activities of the two Danish churches and youth
work related to the Des Moines based segment of the Danish
Church.
A Centennial Hymn, written for the occasion by Dr. Johannes
Knudsen and sung to the melody of "Den Signede Dag" (0 Day Full
of Grace) was sung at the banquet and was well received. The last
stanza of that hymn is especially relevant to the festival as is evident
from the lines quoted below:
The word was proclaimed beyond the sea,
Among us the church was founded.
A century long this offer free
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To oncoming ages sounded.
God grant, in future days, that we
May thank him with praise unbounded.
The Remainder of the 70s
Ninety-eight guests were registered for the 1974 meeting of the
Conference, which was again held in Des Moines with Grand View
College and Luther Memorial Church being co-hosts. This was said
to be one of the best meetings of the Conference from the standpoint
of the speakers for the event. Lectures were given by Professor
Marion Nelson of the University of Minnesota and Director of the
Norwegian Museum at Decorah, Iowa. Dr Nelson gave attention to
the melting pot and the salad bowl concepts of immigration. These
he interpreted in terms of the tension between unity and freedom.
Daniel Martensen, who was then a professor at the Hamma School
of theology, also spoke. He presented a stimulating and profound
devotional meditation. He stressed the heritage that the Conference
had from the Grundtvigian tradition.
Another speaker was
Professor Philip Hefner of the Lutheran School of Theology at
Chicago. Among other things he said, "We must be able and willing
to accept the life in the American market place, culturally speaking,
and we must develop a philosophy that enables us to make things
more humane."
The Folk Schools in America came in for an examination by
Pastor Enok Mortensen, who defended the folk schools and denied
that they were a failure. He was followed by Dr. John R.
Christianson, of Luther College, who presented a penetrating study
of the recent social and economic changes in Denmark. A visiting
Danish professor responded and looked at the presentation from a
Danish viewpoint.
Pastor Ove R. Nielsen, who had been asked by the editor to
comment in Kirke og Folk, presented his remarks in that journal.
While he commented very favorably on the talks presented, he did
feel that the meeting was too highly structured and there should
have been more opportunity for audience participation. He also was
of the opinion that there was not enough time for group singing.
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Some routine business was conducted at the 1974 meeting, such
as reports on Kirke og Folk, the archives. A new record called "A
World of Song" was announced. The desire for a recording of the
group singing was expressed. One of the major items considered
was a translation of some of N. F. S. Grundtvig's works. This had
been suggested at the 1972 meeting and communication with
Grundtvig scholars in Denmark had brought expressions of
approval, but no specific action. It was decided to appoint a
translation committee consisting of Dr. Johannes Knudsen, Dr.
Ernest Nielsen and Pastor Enok Mortensen.
Two years later, for the 1976 meeting, seventy-two people were
registered. The average attendance at the lectures was estimated at
seventy-five. There was a good deal of hearty singing led by Mrs.
Harris Jespersen. Professor Otto Hoiberg spoke about several
Danish American communities and what had happened to them
since the merger of the churches. Dr. Johannes Knudsen spoke the
next day on the topic, "The Americanization of the Danish Lutheran
Church." The chaplain at Grand View College, the Rev. Gary Pence,
spoke of the problem of maintaining traditional forms in a changing
world. An outstanding lecture was delivered by Dr. Joseph Sittler,
of the Lutheran School of Theology at Chicago. His address was
called, "An Outsider Looks at the AELC". His talk was tape
recorded and later appeared in two parts in Kirke og Folk.
At this meeting it was reported that translations of some of N. F.
S. Grundtvig's writings had been completed and a book of 184 pages
would soon be available in paperback for $5.95. The translators were
Dr. Johannes Knudsen, Dr. Ernest Nielsen and Pastor Enok
Mortensen.
During the biennium the annual subscription price of Kirke og Folk
was raised without a significant loss of subscribers. The paper was
now reported to be operating without a loss.
The fact that it was no longer possible to purchase copies of A
World of Song continued to weigh heavily on some members of the
Conference. It was felt by many that there was a real need for a
songbook and that something should be done. Therefore, a
committee under the chairmanship of Pastor Ronald Jespersen was
appointed to oversee work toward a new songbook. It quickly

60

became obvious to this committee that it would not be feasible to
assemble a committee with expertise in song and translations. The
committee, therefore, entrusted the work to Dr. Knudsen. With the
assistance of Pastor Verner Hansen, whose responsibility would be
the layout and art work, the work proceeded apace. The project was
given further impetus by the fact that Erling and Rose Jensen, of Des
Moines, agreed to underwrite the publication costs. Thus it was
possible at the 1978 meeting of the Conference to announce the
publication of A Heritage in Song. In fact, copies had been especially
delivered and made available for use at the 1978 meeting. It was
announced that the book would sell for $2.50 and would be available
at the Grand View College Bookstore.
A Heritage in Song was received with gratitude. Thanks were
expressed to Dr. Knudsen and others who had been involved in the
production of this significant work. The book contains 108 songs
and hymns of Danish origin, taken from A World of Song. In a few
instances slight changes have been made by Dr. Knudsen, who also
included a few of his original songs and translations.
The Conference was off to a good start with the introduction of
the songbook. There were then reports by the editor and the
business manager of Kirke og Folk, Dr. Knudsen and Phyllis
Sorensen, respectively. Mrs. Sorensen asked to be relieved and it
was later revealed that Mrs. Hazel Serritslev, also of Askov,
Minnesota would replace her. Reports were also received from the
archives and from the Conference treasurer. The latter stated that the
assets of the Conference had been favorably invested and continued
to grow.
Elections were then held and, in view of the fact that Dr. Ernest
Nielsen did not wish to continue as president, Pastor Willard Garred
was elected to that position. The secretary, Pastor Ronald Jespersen,
and the treasurer, Ove Jensen were reelected. Fifty-three ballots
were cast. The low number of ballots reveals that this 1978 meeting
was not as well attended as previous meetings had been.
Arnold Bodtker, of Junction City, Oregon was present to give a
report on the newly formed Danish America Heritage Society, of
which he was president. The objectives of the group will be to focus
on the social as well as the religious heritage of Americans of Danish
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descent regardless of church or non-church affiliation. Though the
Board of Directors of the new group were all residents of the West
Coast, it was by no means intended to be an exclusively West Coast
organization. The Society will publish a journal called The Bridge
twice each year and it will pertain to Danish immigration. The
Society will also sponsor a Pacific Northwest Danish Cultural
Conference each year at Menucha, a conference site near Portland,
overlooking the Columbia River.
The devotions on Friday and Saturday were led by Pastor Folmer
Farstrup. Lectures were presented on Friday evening and on
Saturday. Speakers were: Sonja Knudsen, a professor at Augustana
College in Rock Island, Illinois; Rudolf Jensen, a doctoral candidate
at the University of Wisconsin, Madison; and Karl Langrock,
President of Grand View College. A unique feature of the 1978
meeting was a panel discussion on Saturday morning. The weekend
meeting closed with worship services at Luther Memorial on
Sunday. Dr. Ernest Nielsen preached at the Danish service and
Pastor Harold Olsen preached at the English service.
A Decline Begins
The 1980 meeting of the Conference was again held in Des
Moines early in June. No figures are available for attendance at this
meeting but there were indications that the Conference was losing
ground. Indeed, quite early in the meeting the secretary introduced a
motion calling for the dissolution of the Conference. The motion
was not seconded and was intended to raise discussion concerning
the future of the Conference. There is no record of any such
discussion being held.
However, in a related development, the rules for the Conference
were revised to the extent that, in addition to the three officers of the
Conference, four other board members would be appointed by the
officers. Thus a Board of Directors would be established. That
Board could conduct the business in the event that a biennial
meeting was not held. This board could also affect dissolution of the
Conference when such became necessary and desirable. Following
the service on Sunday morning it was announced that the officers
had decided to ask Ellen Nielsen, of Iowa City, Ellen Jensen and
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Pastor Beryl Knudsen, of Des Moines and Richard Grau, of Frederic,
Wisconsin to be the appointed members of the Board of Directors.
All of those named to this new position accepted.
In other business there was a report from Dr Knudsen on Kirke og
Folk. The report of the Business Manager, Hazel Serritslev, indicated
that the paper has a balance of over $800 and that gifts exceeded
subscription income. The Christmas issue would again have a stiff
and more colorful cover. The Conference also voted to contribute
$750 to Grand View College to be used in furthering The Danish
Immigrant Archival Listing (DIAL) project. This was a project
headed by Thorvald Hansen, Grand View Archivist, the aim of
which was to locate and list the archival items existent in the United
States, Canada, and Denmark. The Danish American Heritage
Society had also made a contribution to this endeavor.
At this 1980 meeting there was a guest speaker, the Rev. Dr.
Jorgen Thorgaard, from Denmark. He spoke in fluent English on
"The Church of Denmark Today." Other speakers at this meeting
were Professor Donald Watkins, from Kansas, Professor Stephen
Rye, of Grand view and Dr. Knudsen. The preacher at the Danish
Sunday morning service was Pastor Thorgaard and the English
service was conducted by Pastor Beryl Knudsen.
A Board Meeting
On June 21, 1981 the enlarged Board, as provided for in changes
made at the 1980 meeting, met at Luther Memorial Church. That
Board consisted of Willard Garred, President, Ronald Jespersen,
Secretary, Ove Jensen, Treasurer and Ellen Nielsen, Ellen Jensen,
Richard Grau and Beryl Knudsen. Incidentally, it was announced at
the meeting that the secretary of the LCA had notified the
Conference that the rule changes adopted in 1980 had been
approved.
Meanwhile, at the meeting in 1981 it was made known that two
anonymous donors offered to give $2,000 to establish an endowment
fund for Kirke og Folk. To this sum the Conference Board voted to
add $500 and to place the total in a separate investment account. It
was also voted to place the funds of the Conference in investments
paying a higher rate of interest. In a final action the Conference
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Board agreed to facilitate the publication of Willard Garred's
translation of Fra de Store Seers Land (From the Land of the Great
Lakes). Carl "Kelly" Jensen had volunteered to pay the publication
costs.
Despite an earlier decision to forego a Conference meeting in
1982 in deference to a planned Grundtvig meeting, the Board
members of the Conference had some second thoughts about not
having a meeting in 1982. Consequently, a meeting was planned for
the new College Center in Des Moines for June 17-20. Dr. Joseph
Sittler was scheduled for two talks, "Tradition and the Forward
Look" and "Content, Joy and Happiness." Other scheduled speakers
were: Dr. Johannes Knudsen, Dr. Otto Hoiberg, Prof. and Mrs. Axel
Kildegaard, Pastor Ronald Jespersen. Pastor Charles Terrell was the
devotional leader and Mrs. Asta Ibsen was the song leader. The
Conference would be slightly longer than some previous ones had
been in that it would begin on Thursday evening.
The attendance was somewhat greater than had been expected;
with the average being about 55, with others coming for individual
lectures. At the business meeting the rules were amended so that
anyone who subscribed to the cultural and religious purposes of the
Conference could be a member. Membership would thus not be
limited to former members of the Danish Church. Election of officers
resulted in Dr. Ernest Nielsen becoming president, Pastor Ronald
Jespersen becoming secretary and Pastor Charles Terrell remaining
as treasurer. The total assets of the Conference now totaled $7,648
and are invested in the Lutheran Brotherhood's Money Market.
Kirke og Folk was doing well financially and it was reported that
Erling V. Jensen and Carl "Kelly" Jensen had contributed toward a
support fund for the paper and that ordinarily only the interest from
that fund should be used.
On November 14, 1982, Dr. Johannes Knudsen died. Known far
and wide as "Joe." he was an avid supporter of the church,
education and Danish-American causes. He played a significant role
in the life of this Conference and he had served as editor of Kirke og
Folk since 1970. With his death the editorship of that paper was
transferred to Thorvald Hansen. An editorial assistant, Willard
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Garred, was added to the staff. His primary responsibility was to be
the proofreading of the Danish articles.
Prior to his death Dr. Knudsen had recommended that Kirke og
Folk become a monthly rather than a twice monthly publication.
Beginning in January of 1983 this recommendation was
implemented. It had also been revealed that the publication had
been endowed with a gift of $10,000. The gift came from Karen
Bensen, of Denmark, who was formerly a resident of West Denmark
(Luck) Wisconsin.

Three individuals active in the leadership of the DIC photographed in 1983; from
the left Willard Garred, Ronald Jesperson, and Marvin Jessen

In the late spring of 1983 the officers of the Conference and the
editor met at the Grand View College Archives and considered,
among other things, a name change for the paper. Translation of the
Danish name was considered, but no satisfactory combination of
words suggested itself. Finally, Pastor Charles Terrell, suggested
that the paper bore a Grundtvigian emphasis and since Grundtvig
was concerned both with the church and with human life, perhaps
the paper should be called Church and Life. This suggestion struck an
immediate responsive chord and this title was chosen. It became
effective with the July 15 issue in 1983.
There were repercussions of course. The editor recalls one long
distance phone call lasting twenty minutes or more in which he, and
a small group in Des Moines, was accused of forsaking our Danish
heritage. At the Danebod meeting in Tyler that year a petition,
largely inspired by the same source, deploring the name change,
drew a number of signatures. The vast majority of subscribers,
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though they continued to refer to the paper as Kirke og Folk, accepted
the change as justified and even inevitable.
The officers of the Conference met at Grand View College on
October 6, 1983. The treasurer, Pastor Charles Terrell gave a report
on the total assets of the Conference at that time. He reported a total
of just over $11,000. All of the funds, including those of Church and
Life are deposited in interest bearing notes and, collectively, they
bring a return of about $100 a month in interest. It was
recommended that, in addition to the twelve regular issues, a special
Christmas number be presented.
This recommendation was
accepted. At this meeting also a proposal from the Danish American
Heritage Society was presented for a joint conference in the Midwest
in 1984. It was decided that this would not be wise because of the
limited time left for planning such an event. Finally, preliminary
plans were made for the biennial meeting of the Conference at
Grand View College on May 18-20, 1984. Possible speakers were
suggested and arrangements were made for contacting these.
The biennial meeting assembled at Grand View for a business
meeting on May 19 with approximately fifty-five members being
present. Most of the matters presented had been considered at the
previous Board meeting. The elections for the next biennium
brought the only significant change in that Dr. Ernest Nielsen did
not wish to continue as president and, therefore, Pastor Ronald
Jespersen, the secretary, was elected in his place and Pastor Willard
Garred was named as secretary with Pastor Charles Terrell
continuing as treasurer. The appointed members all accepted
reappointment for another two year term.
Speakers at the weekend event were Dr. Harold Jensen, who
spoke about American literature between the wars, his wife, Ingrid,
who introduced the group to Finnish readings, Richard Grau, who
spoke about those who make up the Conference. Grand View
President Karl Langrock was the banquet speaker and Dr. Signe
Betsinger spoke about the Danish Immigrant Museum. The worship
service at Luther Memorial Church was led by Pastor Beryl
Knudsen. Following the worship service on Sunday morning a
forum with Ellen Jensen and Ellen Nielsen, discussed ''What's New
or News in Your Congregation."
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In his report to the Conference for the biennium 1984-86,
President Ronald Jespersen took a realistic approach as he viewed
the Conference. He pointed out that during the biennium a number
of firm supporters of the Conference had died. Some of deceased
had been officers. Pastors Ejnar Farstrup and Enok Mortensen had,
at one time or another served as presidents. Pastor Charles Terrell,
who was killed in a traffic accident, had served as treasurer. Alfred
C. Nielsen and Pastor Folmer Farstrup had held no office but were
interested supporters of the Conference. He wrote, "The deaths of
these people make us aware that our circle is diminishing." Again
he wrote, "Moreover, those concerns around which we gather have
largely disappeared in nearly all of the former A.E.L.C.
congregations. One does not need to be prophetic to see where all of
this leads," he wrote. That realism was tempered by a report on the
significant work done within the Conference during the last two
years.
In 1985 the Conference sponsored the publication of Dr. Ernest
Nielsen's translation of one of Grundtvig's works and gave it the
title, What Constitutes Authentic Chirstianity. The following year a
new songbook, called The Joy of Song, primarily a songbook for
young people, was published by the Conference. The editor of that
book was Dr. Miriam Showalter. The songs are primarily taken
from A World of Song, though a few are from Saralice Petersen's
Grandma Sings. The book had sixty-four pages and two indices, one
for song titles and the other for first lines. The book was ring bound
for convenience in using and will sell for $4.00 postpaid.
The meeting in 1986 was held during the weekend of May 25-27
was again at Grand View College. This time the meeting began on
Friday afternoon and concluded after the church service on Sunday
morning. There not being much business to discus, that aspect of
the Conference was confined to an hour on Saturday morning. The
officers, including Marvin P. Jessen, who had been appointed as
treasurer succeeding the late Pastor Terrell, were reelected. The
remainder of the time was given over to lectures and singing. It was
reported that the subscription list for Church and Life now numbered
some 550. Attempts had been made to gain new subscribers by
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sending sample copies to potential readers but the result, according
to the Business Manager, Hazel Serritslev, was not very good.
Lecturers for the 1986 meeting of the Conference were: June
Sampson, of the new Danish Immigrant Museum at Elk Hom, Iowa;
Rudolf Jensen and Prof. and Mrs. Kildegaard. Devotion leaders were
Pastors Paul Axness, Joseph Sibert and Don Zinger. The sermon at
the worship service on Sunday morning was delivered by Pastor
Ronald Jespersen.
The Board of the Conference met in Des Moines on January 10,
1987. Some were not able to be present. It was also necessary to
replace Ellen Nielsen, a widow who had remarried and who would
now be Ellen Laursen. She had recently moved to Arizona. Anitra
Jensen, of Des Moines, was appointed. The chief item of business
was the transfer of $6.000 of the Conference funds to a source
bearing a higher rate of interest.
Fifty-eight persons were registered for the biennial meeting of the
Conference in May of 1988. The meeting host was Grand View
College and the various meetings were held in the College Center.
A varied program was presented. It included singing, films,
lectures. Devotions, and worship services. Following a devotional
period on Friday afternoon three films were shown. The films
featured Denmark and one of them had to do with the life and work
of N.F.S. Grundtvig. A panel discussion on the "Task of the Parish
Minister," was featured on Friday evening. Retiring College
president Karl Langrock, spoke about the heritage of the College and
said that it continues to be influenced by its Gruntvigian
background.
Following a brief business meeting on Saturday morning at which
all officers were reelected, Dr. John Mark Nielsen, of Dana College,
was the speaker. He told about the work of Kristian 0stergaard.
0stergaard' s writings shed much light on the immigrant experience.
Ruth Thorup Nielsen spoke about growing up in her parent's
boarding house in Omaha. June Sampson, the Museum director,
presented a video glimpse of the Danish Immigrant Museum at Elk
Hom in Iowa. Dr. Thomas Fischer, Dean of Grand View College,
gave a humorous talk on "Looking at Danes from a Distance." The
singing periods were under the leadership of Mrs. Asta Ibsen. A
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Pentecost sermon by Dr. Ernest Nielsen at Luther Memorial Church
and dinner in the College dining room, brought the weekend to a
close.
In view of the fact that many of the regular Conference
participants would be joining the planned Grand View College tour
of Denmark in 1990, no regular meeting of the Conference was
scheduled for that year. Instead, a short meeting on the afternoon of
August 29 th at Tyler was planned for all who might come to the
Danebod Meeting. No program was planned for the Tyler meeting
and the chief item of business discussed was Church and Life.
Regarding the latter it was stated that the present $15 subscription
fee did not nearly cover the cost printing and mailing the paper, but
gifts and memorials keep the paper operating in the black. An
enlarged Christmas issue was still planned but heavier paper and a
two color cover would no longer be used. There were now 472
subscribers to the paper and that number was steadily decreasing.
In an effort to increase the number of subscribers some 267 sample
copies were sent to potential subscribers, but the results were not
great. Once again the possibility of republishing A World of Song
was raised and again it was shown that this would not be feasible.
From its creation in 1974 the Conference had been one of four
such conferences in the Lutheran Church in America. With a new
merger of the Lutheran churches in 1988, the Conference, along with
others, became a special interest group of the Evangelical Lutheran
Church in America, the ELCA. It was first planned that such Special
Interest Conferences were to report to the Commission on MultiCultural Ministries. However, this was later changed so that these
conferences were to report to the Office of Ecumenical Affairs.
On October 18, 1990 the presidents of the four conferences were
asked to come to Chicago to acquaint members of the Ecumenical
Affairs Office with the work and position of those groups. This had a
by-product in that the Danish president, Ronald Jespersen, gained
an insight into the other three conferences. His conclusion was that
each of the three was more concerned with preserving culture and
language than the Danes were. The Office of Ecumenical Affairs of
the ELCA expressed a willingness to permit each of the Conferences,
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i.e. the German, Finnish, Hungarian and Danish, to continue on its
own course.
The Last General Meeting
What was to prove to be the last general meeting of the
Conference took place on June 19 th to 21 st of 1992. Some fifty guests
were present at Grand View College in Des Moines for the event.
Among those present were three men who had been pastors in the
Danish Church and who were now bishops or former bishops in the
merged church. They were Howard Christensen, Harry Andersen
and Richard Jessen.
The business session was held on Saturday afternoon. Reports
were heard from the editor of Church and Life and the nominating
committee. In the latter case it was moved that the present officers
be reelected and this was done. Professor Axel Kildegaard
announced a drive to secure funds to establish an AELC lectureship
at the Lutheran School of Theology ·at Chicago. Seminary students
would thus be made aware of the life and history of the Danish
Church. The editor of the paper was honored for ten year's work
with a gift of $500.
Lectures were given by Prof. Kildegaard, Bishop Richard Jessen
and Dr. Dan Martensen. Among the devotional leaders were Pastor
Willard Garred. On Sunday afternoon an outdoor festival was held
on the College campus. There were outdoor food booths, Nordic
Folk Dancers from Decorah, Iowa, story tellers, a Maypole dance
and an evening bonfire.
Since 1992
The Conference did not cease to exist following its last general
meeting in 1992. Through its officers and Board members it
continued to meet on an irregular basis to transact such business as
was necessary. The original purposes of the organization were no
longer operative and, in one sense, it would appear that the
Conference had outlived its usefulness and should be dissolved.
However, the Conference was still the publisher of Church and Life
and as long as that paper existed there would be a need for the
Conference. Despite a slowly declining subscription list there was
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no real indication that the paper had come to its end. Therefore,
during the past fourteen years the Conference, though no longer
even a shadow of its former self has lived on through its officers and
Board members and still continues to do so today.
A board meeting was held in connection with the Danebod
Meeting at Tyler in the summer of 1993. At that meeting it was
revealed to that last general meeting in 1992 had resulted in the
deficit of more than $800. A report on Church and Life was also given
indicating a healthy balance of over $7,000, but the subscription list
had declined to some 470 subscribers.
A survey was made of 106 younger people, whose names were
gleaned from the youth camp lists at Tyler. The purpose of the
survey was to determine if there was interest among the younger
people in carrying on the activities of the Conference. This revealed
that there was very little interest on the part of most of them in
carrying on the Conference. At this meeting it was also decided to
give $1,000 each to Grand View College and to The Danish
Immigrant Museum.
At a meeting held at the home of Harry and Ellen Jensen in Des
Moines in June of 1994, an accounting of the books owned by the
Conference and held by the Grand View College Bookstore came
under consideration. After selling fifty copies of A Heritage in Song to
Luther Memorial congregation, fifty-seven copies remained at the
Bookstore. A few other books owned by the Conference are also
held by the Bookstore.
These include The Joy of Song,
Grundtvig/Selected Writings and What Constitutes Authentic
Christianity. Occasionally, one of these is sold and each year a box of
such books is taken to the meeting at Danebod where some are sold
and the money credited to the Conference. At this meeting also it
was decided the give $1,000 each to Grand View College and to The
Danish Immigrant Museum.
A couple of the earlier meetings were held in connection with the
Danebod meeting at Tyler, but in the years after that the meetings
were held at various places in the Des Moines area for the simple
reason that all of the officers and most of the Board members lived
there. The Board member who did not live in Des Moines, Fylla
Kildegaard, was contacted by mail when she could not be present.
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The Conference in some respects was continued more informally
than had been the case. Board members were chosen to fill
vacancies, largely on the basis of availability and a willingness to
serve. Changes in the Board most often came about through a death.
In such cases the spouse, if willing, was appointed in place of the
deceased. Thus, when Beryl Knudsen died in 1994, his wife, Eunice,
was named in his place. When Anitra Jensen died in 1998, her
husband, Roland, was appointed. In 1999 the president, Ronald
Jespersen, died and the secretary, Willard Garred, assumed the
presidency and no new secretary was named. Board member Ellen
Jensen died in the year 2000 and her husband, Harry, was named in
her place. The persons named above, plus Marvin Jessen, the
treasurer, constitute the present leadership of the Conference.
Indeed, for all practical purposes, they are the Conference today.
At a meeting in 1996 the mission of the Conference was discussed
and it was agreed that the sole purpose of the Conference now was
the publication of Church and Life. As long as there is a desire for the
continuation of the paper, and it remains financially solvent, the
Conference will be responsible for its publication.
To one such Board meeting came a request from the Folk School,
at Askov, in Denmark, for financial aid. It was felt by the Board that
in recognition of the fact that many of the earlier ministers of the
Church in America received their training at Askov, we should send
some help. The question of the amount was decided by having each
Board member suggest an amount and then sending an average of
these. The result was that a check for $550 was sent to Askov.
At one of the Board meetings during the 1990's, plans were made
for the disposition of such funds as might remain after the demise of
the Conference. Certain institutions and causes were selected as
beneficiaries. When any other obligations had been met, to these
would go a percentage of the remaining assets of the Conference.
Neither the recipients nor the percentages are to be revealed until
such time distribution is to be made.
A Forty Year History

The Conference became a reality in 1964. The intent was that
through such a group all who had an interest in things Danish
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would find in that body an expression of such things. And, for these
forty years, it has served as such. There is a tendency in America to
think in terms of the future and of what an agency or institution
contributes to the future. This was not the case with the Conference;
its purpose did not lie in what it could contribute to the future.
Rather it was aimed at the present; it was an organization dedicated
to making the past relevant to the present and providing for many a
transition period from the old Danish Church to the new merged
churches. For over 30 years it fulfilled that task and since then it has
continued to provide a monthly paper that caters to the interests of
the aging and rapidly dwindling group who were once at home in
the Danish Church. Church and Life still binds that rapidly dwindling
group together.
It should be noted that in its forty year history the Conference has
sponsored other publications. Probably the most important of these
is Enok Mortensen's The Danish Lutheran Church in America. Not to
be forgotten are such publications as Heritage in Song, N.F.S.
Grundtvig!Selected Writings, In the Land of the Great Lakes, What
Constitutes Authentic Christianity and The Joy of Song.
On October 1, 2004, Pastor Willard Garred resigned as president
of the Conference. He was replaced by Asta Twedt, of Ankeny,
Iowa. Asta is the daughter of Pastor and Mrs. Harold Petersen.
Pastor Petersen served a number of congregations in Minnesota,
where Asta and her siblings grew up. Dr. Marvin P. Jessen, longtime treasurer of the group, resigned that position effective February
1, 2005. He was replaced by Ema Jensen, of Des Moines. Ema is a
retired mathematics teacher at Grand View College. In both cases
these individuals were elected by the Board of Directors of the
Danish Interest Conference.
How much longer Church and Life can continue is uncertain. The
future of the paper is not dependent upon finances, but upon
content. In July of 2004 the Danish pages were eliminated and a
sporadic shortage of content made it necessary to reduce from
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sixteen to twelve the number of pages in each issue. This, the last
remaining vestige of the Danish Church, is now the sole reason for
the continued existence of the Conference. When Church and Life has
been distributed for the last time, the Conference can be dissolved.
To be sure, there will be some sadness, but also a note of gratitude
for what has been.

A Note on Sources.
The sources from which this article was written, and for which the endnotes
are not listed, are primarily the minutes of the many meetings of the group.
Other correspondence, which had a bearing on this history, was also used.
Past issues of Church and Life which contained reports and other information
about the Danish Interest Conference were also consulted. Finally, to a very
limited extent, the memory of this writer as well as the memories of living
officers was also tapped.
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Reviews
Recent Books on Tycho Brahe

A

flood of new literature on the great Danish astronomer, Tycho Brahe
(1546-1601), has hit the bookstores in recent years. It all began in 1991
with a heavyweight volume by Victor E. Thoren on Tycho's scientific
contribution. 1 Then came a book by John Robert Christianson that
described Tycho as a pioneering organizer of "big science." These two
works established a new understanding of Tycho Brahe's achievement and
showed why this sixteenth-century Danish nobleman was a major force in
shaping the modern world.
The task of spreading Thoren's and
Christianson's discoveries to a wider audience was taken up, first of all, by
Kitty Ferguson.1 Many other authors began to write about Tycho, both in
Denmark, America, and around the world. Following a review of
Christianson's book by Kristian Hvidt, Christianson himself reviews three
recent books presenting Tycho Brahe to general readers. Check them out to
learn more about this fascinating, world-class Danish innovator and
Renaissance man.
John Robert Christianson. On Tycho's Island: Tycho Brahe and His
Assistants 1570-1601.
New York & Cambridge: Cambridge
University Press, 2000. Pp. 451. Maps, line diagrams, half-tones.
Hardcover $45.00.3

A flurry of learned folks and laymen flocked around Uraniborg, the
castle of the great Tycho Brahe on the Danish island of Hven. The
castle functioned as an unbelievably well-organized research
institution, every bit as centrally controlled and disciplined as any
major research center today. This distinguished biography of our
famous Danish astronomer, published by Cambridge University
Press, gives a lively impression of those events. The author is a
Danish-speaking Norwegian-American professor, John Robert
Christianson, from Luther College in Iowa.
The book is not history of science. A huge literature already
exists on Brahe's path-finding mapping of the heavenly bodies. John
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Christianson' s task is centered on showing Tycho Brahe as a human
being and organizer of a many-sided scientific project, and to cast
light on the swarms of scientists who received part of their education
on the island of Hven and then spread the ideas and methods of
Brahe throughout Europe.
On Tycho's Island consists of two parts: the actual biography
takes some 240 pages, followed by 140 pages with biographies of all
the researchers, artisans, poets, and others who worked as
"students" on Hven and later wandered on to other European
centers of research, often at the courts of learned princes. These
roughly one hundred biographies of the circle around Brahe
comprise the exciting, path-breaking part of the book.
They were a mixed bunch, ranging from Tycho's court jester, the
dwarf Jeppe, who played a rather important role at Uraniborg, to the
great star astronomer, Johannes Kepler, who never actually came to
Hven but met Brahe in Prague and became his heir, eventually
describing on the basis of Tycho' s observational data the connections
between the movements of the sun, moon, earth, and planets.
A fascinating figure from Tycho' s inner circle was Christian
S0rensen Longomontanus, a farmer's son with outstanding scientific
talent. He did much of the grunt work of mapping the stars and
later followed Brahe to Bohemia, where he worked with Johannes
Kepler in analyzing Tycho's observations of the orbit of Mars. After
Tycho's death in 1601, Longomontanus came back to Copenhagen
and eventually administered the return to Denmark of Tycho' s
immense celestial globe, which was to become the crowning object
in Christian IV's observatory at the Round Tower. Longomontanus
later married a sister of Caspar Bartholin, became a brother-in-law of
Ole Worm, and joined the distinguished flock of talented polyhistors
at the University of Copenhagen in the early seventeenth century.
Artisans were important members of Tycho Brahe's staff. They
were the ones who executed his designs for astronomical
instruments, clocks, and other small measuring instruments, as well
as the monsters in bronze and iron that had to be cast with incredible
precision to assure the accuracy of Tycho' s observations.
Just as important were the associates who played a role in
distributing scientific results. Tycho started on the ground level by
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calling in experts who could establish a paper mill. On this homemade paper, new star maps and books were printed on Uraniborg's
own printing presses with type purchased from the most famous
workshops in Germany.
The book gives a clear impression of the organizer behind this
work, Tycho Brahe, whose activities more than 400 years ago can be
followed in detail through his own diaries and letters and the
memoirs of his former assistants. One can imagine a stocky little
fellow marked by a youthful duel that damaged his nose, a defect he
tried in vain to mask with a prosthesis. He apparently had a hot
temper and was extremely restless, hyperactive, sparkling with
ideas, and exuding an air of authority that made his numerous
subordinates tremble in their boots. Besides astronomy, he worked
in many other fields of science and even composed long Latin odes
in the style of Ovid.
In addition to being an innovator and administrator, Tycho had
the modem institutional leader's nose for public relations. Many
resources and numerous assistants were employed to stay in contact
with the princes and patrons who supported activities at Uraniborg.
Publications describing his instruments sometimes looked like sales
catalogues, while portraits and medallions of Tycho himself were
duplicated on Hven and distributed far and wide. He built a
network that spanned Europe, and when he felt himself frozen out
in Denmark in 1597, he simply transferred his whole operation to the
imperial court in Bohemia.
The circumstances behind his departure are still murky.
Apparently, everybody turned against him, partly because he had
undoubtedly created many enemies among university professors
and great aristocratic peers. But the book gives me the impression
that Brahe was really the victim of what often happens when an
energetic, new chief takes over. When the young dynamo, Christian
IV, took the reins of government in 1596, everything was shaken up
and reorganized to support the military expansion of the realms of
Denmark and Norway, which he ruled. That independent little
kingdom, out there on Hven, with its proud instruments, was outmoded and irrelevant. It had to fall into line as the whole kingdom
realigned itself to new royal orders like iron filings under a magnet.
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We Danes used to believe that Tycho Brahe died of a burst
bladder after a long imperial banquet in Prague. Many sufferers
with similar ailments have sympathized with him for centuries. But
a new cause of death seems to have been found through analysis of
hairs from his beard, which have recently been taken from his grave
in the Tyn Church in Prague. This analysis shows that he actually
died of mercury poisoning from a powerful medicine that he took
shortly before he died.
John Christianson has visited Denmark many times to carry out
research, but it is still impressive that he, in his distant home on the
prairies in the USA, could produce this learned but enjoyable book
on Danish Renaissance history.
Kristian Hvidt4

,Joseph Cowley. The Stargazers: A Historical Drama in Two Acts. San
Jose: Authors Choice Press, 1991, 2001. Pp. 121. Softcover $9.95.
If you want a lively dramatic presentation of Tycho Brahe and his
dwarf jester, serving wench, crooked assistant, and temperamental
collaborator, Johannes Kepler, take a look at Joseph Cowley's clever
two-act play. It is fast-paced, full of humor and excitement, presents
strong characters, plenty of suspense, and has a happy ending.
The play is set at Benatky Castle in Bohemia, a scary, looming
place that had been given to Tycho by Emperor Rudolf II as a site for
scientific research. Kepler, a brilliant young German mathematician,
has arrived to join the staff but secretly hopes to prove that the
theories of Copernicus, not Tycho, are true. He wants to use Tycho' s
observations to do so, because nobody else has observed the heavens
as patiently and well as Tycho has.
Tycho, the lordly Danish nobleman, can be both charming and
courtly, or tricky and tyrannical. He turns on the charm to win over
Kepler and use the younger man's mathematical brilliance to prove
beyond all doubt that his own system of the universe is true. Kepler,
meanwhile, pursues his own ends until he is outwitted by Tycho
and forced to do what the master commands.
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Meanwhile, Marie, the serving wench, and Gunstadt, the
scheming assistant, develop a simpler but devastating plot to steal
Tycho's observations and sell them to the highest bidder. They are
found out by the clever dwarf, who knows how to discover
everybody's secrets, and they find themselves at his mercy.
How it all turns out, and what the world owes to Tycho and
Kepler, is all summed up in the end by Tycho's ghost-but how that
all happens cannot be revealed. You need to read the play to find
out.5

J. R. Christianson
William J. Boerst. Tycho Brahe: Mapping the Heavens. "Renaissance
Scientists: Copernicus, Tycho, Kepler, Galileo, Newton."
Greensboro NC: Morgan Reynolds Publishing, Inc., 2003. Pp. 144.
Maps, illustrations, sidebars, timeline, bibliography, index.
Hardcover $23.95.

William J. Boerst is your man if you want a brief, solid summary of
Tycho Brahe's life in English. The book is a good choice for school
libraries, Danish-American bookstores, and homes. The author
deals seriously with his subject, and the language is not
oversimplified but accessible to the public at large from high school
age through adults. The book has a solid binding and brims with
excellent color illustrations from authentic sixteenth-century sources,
as well as sidebars to explain technical matters in understandable
terms.
Tycho Brahe was born ten years after the Reformation came to
Denmark, and important changes were in the air: "it was an exciting
time for a brilliant boy with an aptitude for mathematics." Tycho
got a good education at the University of Copenhagen and several
German universities. He came home to marry a woman from a
lower social class, start a family, and accept the offer of King
Frederik II to take over a Danish island, start an observatory, and
serve the crown as a royal astronomer. Tycho soon attracted top
assistants from many European lands, including several who later
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achieved some fame in their own right. Under Tycho's firm
leadership, they made breakthrough discoveries in astronomy, mapmaking, and chemistry.
After King Christian IV came to the Danish throne in 1596,
however, Tycho had a falling-out with the headstrong young
monarch and chose to leave Denmark in search of a new patron. He
soon joined the foremost court in Europe, that of Emperor Rudolf II
in Prague, where the brilliant Kepler joined his scientific staff.
Their clashes were legendary. Tycho was a nobleman, "used to
ruling others," but "despite his volcanic temper and suspicious
nature, [he] was warmhearted and extroverted," while "Kepler was
shy, occasionally petulant, and introverted." Eventually, however,
the two of them established a working relationship that proved to be
of tremendous importance to the future of the world: "for the first
time, theoretical genius was married to astronomical measurements
that could be trusted." The manner in which Tycho and Kepler
tested hypothesis against data, and the assumptions about methods
that they made, remain fundamental to the work of scientists to this
day. The book has a good timeline and bibliography, but virtually
all the endnote references are off by several pages.

J. R. Christianson
Torkil Morsing. Den ukendte Tycho Brahe [The unknown Tycho
Brahe]. Heming DK: Poul Kristensens Forlag, 2003. Pp. 144.
Illustrations, bibliography, index. Softcover DKK 178.00.
Morsing' s aim is to popularize the new view of Tycho Brahe for the
general public in Denmark, where most people are familiar with an
older view that is out-of-date. Morsing's book grew out of an
exhibit, "Tycho Brahes mange ansigter" (The Many Faces of Tycho
Brahe), at the Ole R0mer Museum near Copenhagen in 1996 and
2001. Morsing did the research for the exhibit and later expanded
his notes into a short book. His approach is anecdotal, dwelling on
dramatic episodes and curious facts.
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After brief summaries of Tycho's aristocratic family background,
circle of learned friends and disciples, and daily life at Uraniborg
and the observatory of Stjemeborg on the island of Hven in the
0resund, the book moves on to discuss various aspects of Tycho' s
work.
Tycho the astrologer firmly believed that heavenly bodies had
an influence upon life on earth. He cast an uncannily accurate
horoscope for the future King Christian IV, though he missed the
mark with Prince Ulrik, the king's younger brother.
Tycho the healer rejected the ancient Greek theories of Galen,
who thought that an imbalance of the "four humors" caused illness,
in favor of the modem ideas of Paracelsus, who claimed that
diseases entered the body from outside and grew like seeds. In his
chemical laboratory, Tycho prepared medicines according to
Paracelsian theories and distributed them free of charge.
Tycho the poet wrote odes in Latin that were some of the finest
ever written by a Dane, reflecting the rich Renaissance culture that
flourished on his little Danish island.
Tycho' s world picture was based on astronomical observations
with huge instruments that he designed and built in his own
workshops, and he published his discoveries on his own printing
press using paper from his personal papermill. He was, says
Morsing, a true scientist who observed more often and more
systematically than his predecessors and established a solid basis for
the later discoveries of Johannes Kepler and Sir Isaac Newton.
Tycho Brahe the Dane was one of a handful of great thinkers who
launched the Scientific Revolution.
In the last years of his life, he left Denmark and went to the court
of the Holy Roman Emperor in Prague, where it was his good
fortune to attract Kepler as a collaborator, and where he died and
was buried with great pomp and honor in the year 1601.
Morsing ends with a brief appendix on Tycho's beloved sister,
Sophie Brahe, an accomplished scientist and historian in her own
right.
J. R. Christianson
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1

Victor E. Thoren, with contributions by John Robert Christianson, The Lord
of Uraniborg: A Biography ofTycho Brahe (New York: Cambridge University
Press, 1991), 535 pages, hardcover $110.00.
2 Kitty Ferguson, Tycho & Kepler: The Unlikely Partnership That Forever
Changed Our Understanding of the Heavens (New York: Walker & Company,
2003), 300 pages, hardcover $27.00, softcover $15.00.
3 An abridged paperback edition is John Robert Christianson, On Tycho's
Island: Tycho Brahe, Science, and Culture in the Sixteenth Century (New York:
Cambridge University Press, 2002), 374 pages, softcover $22.99.
4
Hvidt's review was originally published in Danish in the Copenhagen
newspaper, Berlingske Tidende, on Monday, 31 July 2000.
5 Michael Frayn's play, Copenhagen, is about another famous Danish
scientist, Niels Bohr and was a big hit on Broadway, the London stage,
and American public television, in the years since 1998.

Kristian Hvidt, Editor. You on Us: 25 Foreign Views of Denmark From
845 to 2001. Translation by W. Glyn Jones. Copenhagen: The Royal
Danish Ministry of Foreign Affairs, 2002. Pp. 158.
Kristian Hvidt states at the beginning of his Foreword that, "The
Danes probably need to see themselves as reflected in a larger mirror
than the domestic one before the country assumes the Presidency of
the European Union." (p. 7) He goes on to say that, "whether we feel
ourselves to be inferior or whether we over-estimate ourselves - we
Danes can and must not appraise ourselves. It is non-Danes who
must teach us to get to know ourselves properly. Fortunately, many
foreigners have, over the years, had more to say about Denmark
than that it is a small country. When we dig deep into world
literature, it turns out that an amazingly large number of foreigners
have visited the country and absorbed such strong impressions that
they have felt moved to write them down and put them in print. In
the following pages, our readers will meet a broad selection of
foreigners who have described the Danes as they have encountered
them and their country .... It has turned into a collection with a
profound historical perspective, encompassing no less than 1156
years or the entire period that can be considered a more or less welldocumented part of the history of Denmark." (p. 8-9)
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Kristian Hvidt has compiled an amazing and entertaining
collection of historical documents that shed light on practically the
entire history of Denmark in a mere 158 pages that took this
reviewer a mere four hours to read. Some of the vignettes are barely
one or two pages long, while others are several more pages. All offer
candid opinions of the country of Denmark in the eyes of various
foreigners. Not all of these opinions are positive. The well-known
French painter Paul Gauguin is downright scathing in his opinion of
Denmark and the Danes, despite the fact that his wife was from
Denmark. On the other hand, the Czech philosopher Karel Capek
cites no less than eleven broad positive categories in his effusive
praise of the Danes and Denmark. These two contributions represent
both ends of the spectrum in the views presented about Denmark
and its people. Every excerpt contains a bibliographic citation as to
its source, which left this reviewer with a strong desire to consult the
original source to learn more about what the author had to say.
In some cases a thorough knowledge of Danish history is
necessary to fully appreciate the significance of a particular story.
For example, in the contribution by Francisco de Miranda (17501816), who visited Denmark in 1787, frequent references are made
about his low opinions of the Danish court on account of the trial of
Queen Caroline Mathilde, but the reader must know on his own
what this trial was about or what its outcome was. Similarly, in the
recollection by the Swiss Johann Caspar Lavater (1741-1801), many
specific details of his journey to and visit with the Danish Crown
Prince are included, but he repeatedly states that he will never reveal
the nature of what he and the Crown Prince of Denmark discussed
during their 75 minute audience, which this reviewer found
maddening! What did they talk about that so overcame Johann
Lavater's initially negative impression of the Crown Prince's
physical appearance? Finally, the selection by three British citizens
who offer their candid views of the Danes and Danish society in 1999
was both entertaining and accurate, stirring up fond memories of the
times this reviewer visited and lived in Denmark in the 1980's.
This nifty work offers a unique approach to social and political
history of a small but important European country as well as a rare
but important opportunity for said country to learn more about itself
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within the greater scheme of things. It is a book well worth reading
by Danes and foreigners alike and is highly recommended.
David S. Iversen

Bo 0stlund. For enden af regnbuen? 150 skcEbnefortcEllinger om
nulevende danskere i USA [At the End of the Rainbow? One Hundred
Fifty Stories of the Fates of Living Danes in the USA]. Odense,
Denmark: Forlaget Mellemgaard, 2001. Pp. 356. Order from
Forlaget Mellemgaard, Havnegade 100, Bygning A, Postboks 368,
DK-5100 Odense C.
Prosopography is a fancy name for collective biography. It is a
method for analyzing the relationships between groups of people
involved in a specific endeavor. This makes it quite different from
biographical dictionaries like Who's Who, which are simply
collections of individual biographies meeting certain criteria.
Scholars have used prosopography to study the human element in
how things worked in the past. Sir Louis Namier used it to analyze
eighteenth century British politics. I used it in my book, On Tycho's
Island, to show how working with the great Danish scientist, Tycho
Brahe (1546-1601), affected the later careers of one hundred
scientists, technicians, clergy, and humanists. Before the word was
even coined, P. S. Vig used prosopography in Danske i Amerika to
study Danish-American community formation and reveal the
personal dynamics that linked immigrant communities.
The method of prosopography can readily be applied to
immigration studies, because the lives of transoceanic migrants are
connected to each other by so many strands of origins, family, travel,
correspondence, experience, and association. Yet nobody in the
century after Vig has tried to study the biographies of large numbers
of Danish immigrants in order to uncover the processes that link
them. Then, all of a sudden, three volumes recently appeared that
contain biographies of large numbers of Danish immigrants. Has
prosopography finally arrived in modem Danish migration studies?
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One of these three books contains biographies and
autobiographies of forty Danish Canadians. It was reviewed by
Christopher Hale in The Bridge 2002, 25/1: 89-92. However, Hale
found no common enterprise connecting these forty individuals,
who were chosen from the whole course of Danish-Canadian
history. Some were influential leaders, others just plain folks, but
their lives revealed little in common beyond the fact that they had
crossed the Atlantic from Denmark to Canada, nor did Harald
Runblom attempt any wosopographic analysis in his introduction to
the book. Another slender volume, containing brief autobiographies
of Danes who now live in Phoenix, Arizona, also lacks any common
element beyond leaving Denmark and ultimately ending up in the
same place.
These studies, in short, do not qualify as
prosopography.
Like immigrant letters, collections of life stories reveal certain
aspects of the human history of immigration. However, the two
types of sources are quite different in terms of their historical value.
Letters are documents produced in the course of daily life for
specific, immediate purposes and are frequently full of vitality and
an air of veracity. A collection of letters, written over the course of
years, can reveal how the author's life unfolds and attitudes change.
Biographies and autobiographies, on the other hand, are narratives
produced after the fact at a point in time more or less remote from
the experiences described, and they are generally written with the
aim of explaining, or even justifying, what happened in a person's
life. The author speaks to posterity or a more generalized audience
living at the time of writing. Letters are historical documents, while
biographies and autobiographies are historical narratives. When a
single author writes a collection of such biographies, or when an
editor puts together a collection of them, the biographies also
become subject to the selective criteria of the author or editor, which
may not be the same as those of the subjects themselves.
Because they do deal with people who crossed the Atlantic from
Denmark to North America, however, these three collections of
biographies can tell us certain things about the lives of Danes in the
New World. First and foremost, they tell us how people saw
themselves-or those they wrote about-at a certain point in time.
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0stlund' s is by far the largest of these three collections. It runs to
350 pages and includes 150 biographies with innumerable
photographs in a large 8½ by 12 inch coffee-table format. All the
biographies were written by 0stlund, a free-lance journalist who
became fascinated with the varied fates of Danish emigrants while
working on another project.
Clearly, his criteria for selection are journalistic criteria of fame,
sensation, excitement, a good story, real people in unusual
situations. Those are not always the characteristics of immigrant life,
and they are not the criteria of historians, who want to discover and
explain the processes that shaped what really happened in the past.
0stlund tells quite frankly what kinds of unusual, newsworthy lives
he looks for when he writes in his foreword, "Henning was cook for
the Kennedy family. Lilly performed with leopards in the biggest
American circus. Erik was eyewitness to a massacre of his American
soldier comrades during the Korean war. Lis was babysitter for
Dean Martin... Men. Women. Rich. Poor. Success stories. Fiascoes.
People with their visions still intact. And others with dreams that
popped like soap bubbles." Danish-American life, as 0stlund sees it,
is rootless, exotic, multiracial, often violent, and wildly
individualistic.
At the same time, 0stlund carries his analysis of the common
elements in these stories beyond the mere fact that all his subjects
were Danes who ended in the USA. He sees an occupational shift
from the prairie farmers of earlier days to the au pairs, computer
experts, and international business executives of today.
He
comments on the large scale of international migration today, noting
that 3,896 Danes emigrated in 2000, the highest annual figure since
1923. He sees a certain restlessness and dissatisfaction with
Denmark, and a belief that things will be better on the other side of
the Atlantic, as common elements promoting Danish emigration.
Finally, he notes that the great variety of Danish immigrant fates
gives a kaleidoscopic picture of American society with its
tremendous contrasts, opportunities, and dangers.
Among 0stlund' s 150 subjects and their families are a number
who will be familiar to the Danish-American community-Eli and
Poul V. Steffensen of Chicago and Omaha (pages 114-7); Hertha
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Hansen of Askov, Minnesota (144-5); Bent Christensen of Bien (15862); Palle Thomsen of the Rebild Fest board (200-1); the scholar,
Merete von Eyben (246-8); businessman Ernst Harboe (256-8); Pastor
Carsten B0gh Pedersen of the Danish Church in southern California
(294-6); and Knud Dyby, whose exploits during World War II have
been the subject of a volume by Lur Press (345). Many others have
pursued their lives far from other Danes, and in this, they illustrate
the great variety of ways that Danes have found to assimilate into
the ever-changing currents of American life.
Although 0stlund's approach is journalistic rather than scholarly,
it is good journalism and makes for interesting reading. If this is a
kaleidoscope of Danes in America today, it certainly presents vivid
and colorful pictures, full of vitality and humanity.
J. R. Christianson

Dan H. Andersen, Claus Bj0m, Tormod Hessel, and Jette
Mackintosh, editors. Landbrug, Lokalhistorie og Langt fra Danmark:
Festskrift til Erik Helmer Pedersen i anledning af hans 70 ars fedselsdag
lerdag den 6. juli 2002 [Agriculture, Local History, and Far from
Denmark: Essays Honoring Erik Helmer Pedersen on His Seventieth
Birthday, Saturday, 6 July 2002). Odense, Denmark: Knud Gr@phic
Consult. Pp. 260. Photos, illustrations, graphs, charts.

An

students of Danish overseas migration know the name of Erik
Helmer Pedersen. He wrote two thick books on the subject, edited a
collection of immigrant letters, and led a famous seminar at the
University of Copenhagen that trained many Danish scholars
working in the field today. Those would be the accomplishments of
a lifetime for many historians, but for Helmer, they were only part of
the picture. During his career, he also made major contributions to
two others fields: the history of agriculture in Denmark, and Danish
local history. The editors of this volume, honoring him on his
seventieth birthday and retirement from the University of
Copenhagen, have included contributions from friends, colleagues,
and former students in all three fields. The result is a truly unusual,
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stimulating, and valuable volume. It contains an introduction, a
bibliography of Erik Helmer Pedersen' s writings, and seventeen
articles, all except one of them in Danish.
Several of the articles contain personal reminiscence that throws
light on Helmer Pedersen's era. Three of the authors go back to their
student days. Erling Olsen tells about serving as a student worker
from 1945-54 on the massive project of documenting the history of
prices in Denmark, funded by the Rockefeller Foundation and
involving several leading Danish historians of the day; they got out
volume one, and Helmer published volume two. Kristian Hvidt tells
about stumbling across eighty-eight volumes of raw, handwritten
records on Danish emigration in a cellar in inner Copenhagen, and
how he transferred the contents of these volumes into a database for
his monumental 1970 dissertation.
Steffen Elmer J0rgensen
describes what it was like to participate in Helmer's 1978-81 seminar
on Danish emigrant letters, studying the work of an earlier editor of
letters, Karl Larsen (1860-1931), whose contribution he also analyzes.
Tormod Eilif Bessel's reminiscence goes back to childhood as he tells
the history of a Danish foundation that in the years 1892-1958 raised
orphans in a warm-hearted rural family setting, for its last thirty-two
years under the direction of Hessel' s parents. Finally, as a leading
Danish civil servant, J0rgen Skovbcek goes beyond memoir to sketch
the history of Danish agricultural policy 1931-1989, drawing in part
on insights acquired while participating in events for over half the
period he describes.
Other contributions provide insights into the background that
shaped the world views of Danish emigrants before the left home.
Michael A. Langkjcer argues that religion and agrarian reform were
inseparable in eighteenth century Denmark because all Danish
reformers assumed a divinely created economy of nature. Martin T.
H. Bork compares indices of sales and purchases to demonstrate that
hard times for land owners after 1785 virtually compelled them to
"reform" their estates by selling off farms because they were
strapped for cash. S. P. Jensen looks at the resulting reforms in
international perspective and shows that Denmark, England, and
northern Germany far outpaced the rest of Europe in the race to
divide the commons into individual farmsteads, while Denmark led
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all others in establishing universal public education. Margit
Mogensen examines another aspect of agricultural modernization
and shows that the Danish government acted rapidly to collect
information, distribute guidelines, and conduct research when the
potato blight appeared in 1845, avoiding the dire conditions of
Ireland and quickly discovering that the cause of the blight was a
parasitic fungus. These articles enrich our understanding of Danish
agrarian life that was part of the background many immigrants
brought to America. Peter Korsgaard deals with another aspect of
Danish rural life, the decline in the 1960's of a system centered
around the local retail cooperative, creamery, feed store, freezer
locker, school, and either an Inner Mission or Grundtvigian meeting
place.
Articles with a focus on local history help to fill out the picture.
Esben Graugaard and Rigmor Lillelund describe individuals on the
margins of society in a cluster of West Jutland parishes: a rich miller,
innkeeper, and estate owner who ended as poor crofters and
shepherds; or a ragpicker, thatcher, and chimneysweep who lived
violent lives and never got anywhere. Bent Skov Larsen contrasts
this with the story of Hans Rostgaard, a farmer's son from Danish
Schleswig who became a war hero in the days of King Christian IV,
and his eminent son, Frederik Rostgaard of Krogerup. Henning
Ringgaard Lauridsen follows the fortunes of a local Venstre
newspaper, Viborg Stifts Folkeblad, in the turbulent years after 1875,
when Venstre' s parliamentary majority was arbitrarily shut out of
government. Many Danish immigrants carried strong memories of
those political battles.
Jette Mackintosh looks specifically at what five leading Danish
farming journals had to say about emigration during the second half
of the nineteenth century. In the 1850's, some emigrants wrote about
the brutal conditions that compelled them to leave, but from the
1870's on, journal articles focused on new approaches like rural selfhelp through savings and loan associations and mutual health
insurance, socialism as a way of organizing the rural oppressed, and
the call for higher wages and independent crofts on reclaimed heath
land to provide better opportunities at home. Despite the call for
agrarian reform, large landowners remained reluctant to see rural
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workers become so independent that they would not continue to
furnish cheap labor for the big estates.
Niels Peter Stilling wonders why anybody would leave a lovely
place like S0ller0d parish on the northern outskirts of Copenhagen,
where rapid agricultural and industrial development created
numerous opportunities during the nineteenth century, and
especially why so many people from the upper classes would leave.
He concludes that even the privileged could be dissatisfied with
their lot in life, and more specifically, that personal contacts with
earlier emigrants resulted in emigration traditions ("chain
migration") within certain families, local areas, and occupational
groups.
Birgit Flemming Larsen analyzes a questionnaire that studies
concepts of Danish ethnicity among recent immigrants in Chicago
and Racine, similar to her article in The Bridge 2001, 24/1: 71-84.
Finally, this reviewer contributes the only article in English,
describing how scholars like Marcus Lee Hansen, Theodore C.
Blegen, George M. Stephenson, 0. E. Rolvaag, and Knut Gjerset
"reinvented" Scandinavian-American history and identity during
the 1920's by writing about it in English instead of the Scandinavian
languages.
This volume is a treat for the lover of history who reads Danish.
J. R. Christianson

Benny Boysen. Nannie F.: En fortc£lling om skc£bne og slc£gt [Nannie F.:
A Tale of Fate and Family). Struer DK: Dalhus Forlag, 2003. Pp. 85.
Photos, tables, illustrations. Softcover $20.00 + $3.00 postage and
handling. Order from Lur Publications, Danish Immigrant Archives,
Dana College, Blair, NE 68008.
"Genealogical research can lead far afield in time, place, and
milieu," writes the author of this intriguing tale about immigrants to
Nebraska from western Jutland. "It can extend a person's life by
many centuries and make you the contemporary of distant relatives,
sharing their lives in happiness and sorrow, conflict and triumph.
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You can come to feel at home in the places where they live, whether
in castles or cottages, and learn all about the lives that fate dealt to
them."
Benny Boysen became intrigued with his great-grandfather's
long-lost sister when he learned she had emigrated to Nebraska and
written a book about her experiences. Eventually, he discovered that
she also kept a secret diary full of information too spicy and personal
for the book, which made her even more intriguing. These sources
from the hand of a woman immigrant, plus a wealth of family
photographs from both sides of the Atlantic, became the basic
material for his splendid little book. The search also led him on
several trips across the Atlantic, where he found that his Nebraska
relatives had been transformed over the course of three or four
generations from Danish farmers into American cowboys.
The person called "Nannie" in America was Ane Fr0lund
Pedersen (1868-1959), born to a dirt-poor family on the wind-swept
moors of Vorgod parish, between Heming and Ringk0bing. She was
fifteen when her father, a farm laborer, was crushed to death in a
collapsing marl pit.
Meanwhile, her future husband, Anders Pedersen (1852-1938), the
sixth of eight children on the prosperous farm of Klaptoft in Yelling
parish near Ringk0bing, had already left for America in 1874. He
worked on Iowa farms for five years, came home to visit in 1879, and
returned to Iowa in 1880 with two of his younger brothers. By 1888,
all three had homesteaded and filed tree claims in Custer County,
Nebraska, north of Gothenburg on the edge of the Sand Hills. They
lived in sod huts, planted com, and began to raise cattle. They knew
the business of buying and finishing steers, since that is what their
ancestors did in western Jutland.
They needed somebody to cook and keep house, so they wrote to
Denmark, and in 1888, sixteen-year-old Sidsel Marie Christensen
(1872-1922) crossed the Atlantic on a pre-paid ticket to be their
housekeeper. She sailed on 55 Thingvalla and was on board when
they crashed into a sister ship, 55 Geyser, in mid-ocean and sent her
to the bottom. Other dramatic surprises followed. Within half a
year, Sidsel Marie had become "Mary," turned seventeen, said she
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was eighteen, and married one of the brothers, Anders Pedersen alias
Henry Peterson.
This left the other brothers without a housekeeper, so they sent
home for Mary's best friend, Ane Frnlund Pedersen. She arrived in
the heat of summer in 1890, dressed in Danish fashion in "three
underskirts, woolen hose, and a black Kashmir dress." Mary met
her in a "white summer dress with red polka dots" and was already
the mother of little Hattie.
Ane, now "Nannie," had grown up poor, but Custer County was
still a culture shock-howling coyotes, sod houses, a parched
summer landscape, fleas, grasshoppers, and drunken fourth of Julys
were not her things. In all her many letters, she never mentioned
that they lived in a sod hut from 1890 until 1908. Nor did she tell
about her improvised marriage to "Mr. Andrew Peterson," when
they rode the train to Lexington, stood before the courthouse judge,
and rode home again without any of the ceremonies of a three-day
Danish country wedding.
Life went on, and Nannie survived, giving birth to a flock of
children. In 1920, she and Andrew finally sailed home for a twomonth visit in Denmark, traveling first class. They were prosperous
ranchers by then, surrounded by children, eventually also flocks of
grandchildren and great-grandchildren. Years later, as a widow in
1949, she published her memoirs, Nebraska Pioneer life, by Mrs.
Andrew Peterson.
Chain migration was part of the immigrant experience, and
Boysen follows the path across the Atlantic of an almost bewildering
variety of relatives who came after Nannie and Andrew and stayed
with them for a time. The book gives a lively picture of immigrant
community life.
The last third of the book shifts back to Denmark to follow the
lives and descendants of those who stayed home, including the
author himself. He tells about his search for Nannie, which led to a
search through American telephone books that finally, in 1987, made
contact with the long-lost Nebraska relatives.
In 1989, Boysen and his teenaged daughter flew to Nebraska, met
many relatives, and attended a family reunion arranged to coincide
with their visit. As guests of honor, they had to be the first in line at
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the groaning table of a Midwestern potluck dinner, washed down
with iced tea or lemonade instead of beer and snaps. They looked at
it all and could not tell whether a dish was an appetizer or dessert,
but they soon learned that it did not matter because you piled it all
together on the same plate anyway. Naturally, this horrified the
well-bred Danish daughter, who was used to eating things in the
proper order, one course at a time.
If you read Danish and are interested in the Danish-American
heritage get this book. If you do not read Danish-isn't it about time
you learned, so you don't miss out on books like this?

J. R. Christianson
U. E. Fries: From Copenhagen to Okanogan: The Autobiography of a
Pioneer. Portland, Oregon: Binford and Mort Publishing, 3rd Edition,
1984. Originally published by Caxton Printers Ltd., Caldwell, Idaho,
1949. Pp. 437. $20.00 hardcover. Order from the Okanogan County
Historical Society, P.O. Box 1129, Okanogan, WA 98840
Few of our countrymen and -women, who left Denmark with
visions of a brighter future in the new land, had any idea of the
harsh reality of pioneer life, of living in sod houses or log cabins
exposed to wildfires, droughts or floods. But most were young,
adventurous and anxious to get ahead.
The life of Ulrick E. Fries both in Denmark and in America is
vividly portrayed in his book: From Copenhagen to Okanogan. With the
help of his son, Emil, he wrote his autobiography, first published in
1949-possibly the most detailed and well written personal story of
a Danish immigrant farm boy's growing up and settling in the
Pacific Northwest. He was a natural storyteller with a remarkable
memory. Through his eyes and his words we witness the dramatic
transformation of the last frontier from primitive expanses to a
modem community. The book gives an excellent picture of the time
and life among early settlers in Eastern Washington State. No
surprise this book is required reading in area high schools. Local
history knowledge can be important for a well run community.
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Ulrick E. Fries, the son of a Lutheran minister in northern Jutland,
Denmark, was the fifteenth child of eighteen born into this family.
After his father's death his mother raised the younger children alone
on a very small pension. In 1884, at the age of seventeen, Ulrick left
Denmark to seek his fortune across the ocean. With an open mind
and a bit of luck, he used his hands and his brain to better himself,
and in time he became a highly respected citizen.
"I liked everything in America immediately," he wrote about his
early days in the new country. "I was not homesick at all." He
worked as a hired hand on farms in lliinois about two years, met so
many friendly people and learned the language well, before heading
west. While traveling as a hobo, he was robbed and cheated as he
made his way to Cle Elum, Washington, finding work at the railroad
tunnel, pushing through the Cascade Mountains.
We follow him North to Okanogan, where he chose "the best
possible land with plenty of grass and a nice stand of timber" to
create a sheltered farm and cattle ranch. At the age of twenty-one
and one of the few pioneers in this part of the country he staked his
claim in 1887. He paid his first taxes of 92 cents in 1889.
Uli, as he became known among friends, worked hard to convert
raw land into a farm and shared good and bad times with his
neighbors in the wilderness. The attitude of mutual respect
expressed in the book speaks volumes about this young man's
character and ability to adapt and get along. He finds the right,
reliable older men, whom he can trust-from whom he can learn. In
tum they rely on his friendship and help when needed. As years
went by he emerged as a pillar of the community.
Details about survival in the harsh .winters, about his dealings
with Native Americans, about cattle thieves and bandits and wild
animals are all part of his interesting accounts in the book. It makes
for good reading.
In time he mustered up the courage to ask a cousin in
Copenhagen, Denmark: Would she come to America and be his
wife? The answer was "Yes!"
You have to admire the guy and you really have to admire the
brave girl. Anna Cathrine packed her trousseau and made the trip to
America in 1891 not knowing a word of English. Wmt a change for a
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well-bred city girl from cultivated Copenhagen. Trustingly she left
her family and the comforts of civilization behind for an uncertain
future in a log cabin among the hills in the Wild West.
Ulrick built the finest log cabin for miles around for his bride to
be. It had but one window. "Anna can decide where she wants
others," he states in the book. He gives his wife a lot of credit for
making this a proper home, for managing the household and for
teaching the children good manners and Christian values. The Fries'
hospitality was known far and wide and many dances and
community celebrations were held at the Green Valley Farm. As
farmers and cattlemen they had their ups and downs over the years,
but all in all their lives and businesses were a success.
Ulrick Fries became known as the "Grand Old Man" of Okanogan
County, a pioneer leader for schools and churches. He helped
establish a literary society, and the stockmen's association, and he
actively participated in the development of the town of Brewster.
He contributed greatly to local government, and was highly
respected for his fairness and foresight.
Anna Cathrine died in 1932. Ulrick Fries was ninety when he died
in 1956. His eulogy included this phrase: "Persons of the fiber of
Ulrick Fries are the wellsprings of American greatness, and the
stories of their lives are the real history of the American people."
Otto Brask

Edward Burton. The Swedish-American Press and the Vietnam War.
Goteborg: Dissertations from the Department of History, Goteborg
University, 34, 2003. Pp. 324. ISBN 91-88614-45X
Immigrants and their descendants can at times find themselves in
painful quandaries when opinion and policies in their old and new
homelands are at odds. The most tragic cases would be those of the
German Americans after the United States entered World War I
against their fatherland in 1917 and of the Japanese Americans in
California after Pearl Harbor in 1941.
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Swedish Americans likewise found themselves in a similar-even
though less drastic-dilemma by the later 1960s, when the United
States became embroiled in the Vietnam conflict, which aroused
hostile public opinion and official reactions in Sweden. How the
Swedish Americans dealt, as best they could, with this difficult
situation as expressed through their ethnic press is the subject of this
recent dissertation at Gothenburg University in Sweden by an
American, Edward Burton.
Burton begins by broadly describing the Swedish element in the
United States around 1960, on the eve of the Vietnam conflict. The
great majority were by this time American-born, while the older
immigrant group was rapidly diminishing. Their basically
conservative core values included, according to Burton, "capitalism,
Christianity, 'Western values,' property, free trade, the Republican
party, obedience to civil authority, skepticism of idealism, and a
duty to defend the nation" (38). Homeland Swedes had meanwhile
embraced Social Democracy, comprehensive social welfare, a high
degree of centralized control, and an idealistic sense of global
responsibility and of solidarity with the Third World. America's war
in Vietnam brought these underlying contradictions to the surface.
The author claims that the dilemma brought on by the Vietnam
War was a new experience for the Swedish Americans, who were
long accustomed to regarding themselves as belonging to America's
most favored immigrants. This is not altogether true, for, together
with the Norwegian Americans, they had come under a good deal of
suspicion during World War I for their homelands' neutrality and
their presumed sympathy for Germany.
The Swedish-American press consisted in 1960 of twelve
newspapers in the United States plus three in Canada, only a few of
which concerned themselves with national and international politics.
The most notable exceptions-upon which Burton focuses his
study-were Svenska Posten in Seattle, a local newspaper for the
Seattle area; Nordstjernan-Svea in New York, a regional paper with a
broad readership in the Northeast; and Svenska Amerikanaren in
Chicago, which claimed a national role. At times he brings in certain
others, such as California Veckoblad in Los Angeles (owned by Svenska
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Amerikanaren), Texas Posten in Austin, Texas, or the Finland-Swedish
Norden in Brooklyn.
By and large, the Swedish American press reflected the trend of
the mainline American press during the Vietnam conflict, from
determination to disillusion. Still, there were significant differences,
which Burton relates to differing regions and readerships. Two
religious periodicals, the Methodist Messenger and especially the
Covenant Companion, were opposed to the war on moral grounds.
Svenska Posten with its editor, Harry Fabbe, was the most
consistently "dovish" of the secular papers and thus the most
sympathetic toward Swedish opposition to the war. At the other
extreme, Nordstjernan-Svea, particularly its columnist Eric Sylwan,
was determinedly "hawkish" and critical of Sweden almost to the
end. In between, Svenska Amerikanaren tried to stir a middle course,
leaving discussion of Vietnam mainly to its readers' letters to the
editor.
In time, the Swedish-American press became ever more
preoccupied with Swedish public opinion and policy toward
Vietnam. Protests, both public and official, against America's
involvement, asylum for American deserters and draft evaders, and
the hostile public reception given to President Nixon's AfricanAmerican ambassador Jerome Holland in 1970, all received much
attention and often aroused great indignation.
The Social
Democratic leader Olof Palme became the particular scapegoat for
Sweden's outspokenly anti-American policy.
Of special interest are meanwhile the consistent efforts of the
official Swedish news agencies-the American-Swedish News
Exchange (ASNE) and its successor, the Swedish Information
Service, together with the weekly news bulletin Sverige-Nytt-to
present the Swedish viewpoint in the most favorable light to the
Swedish Americans. This they did by providing approved copy for
their newspapers. Behind these agencies stood the Swedish Foreign
Ministry, with its particular concern for Swedish exports to the
American market and even the possibility of an American trade
boycott-a course in fact proposed by Texas Posten.
The Swedish-American newspapers were at that time facing a
difficult transition-quite apart from the war and its complications-
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as they sought to attract younger, American-born readers, while
their older, Swedish-born following was rapidly declining.
Meanwhile, indignant over Swedish reactions to the war, many
readers evidently dropped their subscriptions. Five SwedishAmerican newspapers had to cease publication between 1966 and
1970.
The copy provided without cost by the Swedish government via
its news agencies thus provided the survivors with welcome relief.
Nonetheless, Burton finds that while the Swedish-American
newspapers were heavily reliant upon the press releases from
Sweden, they often edited them. They also had little effect upon
their editorial positions. Beyond that, the Swedish Americans had
long been accustomed to regarding these publications as above all
sources of local news from Sweden and items of social or cultural
interest, while they looked to the mainstream American media for
national and international news and opinion.
"When the emigrants sympathized with Sweden," Burton writes,
"they usually did so according to their Swedish-Ameri€an values"
(286). They were frequently inclined to feel that the homeland
Swedes had somehow become less "truly Swedish" than themselves,
which allowed them to remain "loyal to Swedishness, instead of
Sweden itself' (292).
This well-written study is a significant contribution to the still
very limited literature on Scandinavians in America since the end of
World War II, and it offers valuable insights into other conflicts of
loyalty, not only in America but elsewhere in the world.
H. Arnold Barton
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